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The onderful 
orld roillorrow 

By Herbert W. Armstrong 

I n this talk with our Good very first of the LAWS OF SUC- universities they teach nothing 
News readers I want to CESS! There are seven laws that about that purpose. They know 

say something about the will produce success. The very nothing o~i:~.e ~~a~y M~:a~~N~t~: 
many letters we ,----- ----------------------, dents without a goal. 

have received from They don't know where 
tho sew h 0 h a v e they are going - or 
read the exciting whether they are going 
book The Wonder- anyplace. 

But the all-intelli-
ful World Tomor- gent, all-knowing Cre-
row - What It ator - who designed 
Will Be Like since the human mind and 
it was first pub- body, created the hu-
lished nearly 17 man race and supplies 

the air, water and food 
years ago. to sustain it - had .a 

All but a few PURPOSE! 
from more than 1.6 And, through the 
million books mailed apostle Paul, He re-
out - have been veals to us that GOAL 
enthusiastic, elated, - in Paul's words, that 
in sp ired to know "I may attain to the 

RESURRECTION" and, 
what a WO NDERFUL further, "One thing I 
world is soon to be do, forgetting those 
ours. things which are be-

I wish ALL OF YOU hind and reaching for-
could reali ze that this ward to those things 
wonderful coming which are ahead, I 
world IS REAL - and press toward the GOAL 
most o/you will be in '----- ----------------------' . for the prize of the 
it, I hope, as one of its changed first one is to have the RIGHT upward call of God in Christ 
IMmortals . It 's not only REAL, it is GOAL - to be fired with ambi- Jesus" (Phil. 3:11, 13-14) . 
coming SOON - possibly (I do tion to achieve that goal - to The GOAL - the PRIZE - the 
not set dates) in less than 10 keep that goal constantly upper- MARK toward which Paul pressed 
years! Yes, very possibly that most in your mind! forward is THE RESURRECTION TO 
soon! Have a definite, inspiring PUR- IMmortality, in the Kingdom of 

But what I am most concerned POSE in life. Realize, as Winston God! 
about is WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU Churchill said, there is a PURPOSE In this important book we have 
- as a n individual! Each of you! being worked out here below! tried to paint in simple words -
I wish a ll of our readers could Mankind was placed on this earth as revealed in the Bible - the 
th in k as one wrote me - won - FOR A PURPOSE. That means WONDERFUL world that this " 
dering what YOU will be doi ng, YOU, as an individual , were born Kingdom of converted, changed ~ 
then! and given the breath of life for a IMmortals , under Christ, will pro- ~ 

I wish all our readers could be PURPOSE! duce. ~ 
reminded , at this point, of that In this world 's colleges and But is BEING THERE, as a ~ 
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changed, immortal person, YOUR 
goal? Is that one overriding LIFE'S 
OBJECTIVE constantly before your 
eyes - constantly dominating 
your thoughts? 

Many have written to tell me 
how exciting - how interesting 
and inspiring - it is to see just 
WHA T such patriarchs and proph­
ets and men of God as Abraham, 
Joseph , Job, Daniel, Moses and 
others might be doing - how 
they will be brought back to life, 
immortal, in glorified POWER -
and the high executive positions 
in the new WORLD GOVERNMENT 
they will occupy . 

Interesting? Exciting? WON­
DERFUL? Yes, I should say it is! 
But, as 1 said above, I wish all of 
YOU were terribly concerned by 
asking yourselves where YOU will 
be - what YOU will be doing 
then! 

1 don't mean that you may 
decide for yourselves what precise 
position may be assigned to YOU. 
Yet, in general, I can tell you 
what position will be assigned 
you! It will be the position you 
are training for, qualifying for, 
RIGHT NOW - in this life! 

WHY will Abraham, David, the 
apostles Peter and Paul, be 
assigned the positions either 
directly named - or at least indi­
cated - in the Bible? Simply 
because they prepared for and 
qualified for those positions DUR­
ING THEIR MORTAL LIV ES! 

You - if you have been 
called to conversion now - are 
being JUDGED for your future 
position in God's Kingdom right 
now! 

Few understand this - I 
know. But see if 1 can make it 
plain enough that at least some of 
our readers may UNDERSTAND. A 
number of "JUDGMENTS" are 
revealed in the Bible. Most 
people get all mixed up and con­
fused by such theological terms 
as "judgments," "covenants ," 
etc. 

Understand, first , being 
" saved" - that is, being born 
into the Kingdom of God - giv­
en God's GIFT of eternal life - is 
altogether by GRACE, as God's 
free GIFT. You can't earn it! I 
have ALWAYS taught that! In spite 
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of the false accusations of perse­
cutors, who try to make you 
believe I teach "salvation by 
WORKS" (and they know better!), 
I have NEVER taught that. J do 
not believe that! 

1 have always taught that salva­
tion - what religious people call 
"being saved" - inheriting eter­
nal life - being born into the 
Kingdom of God - just getting 
there - comes ONLY by GRACE 
(which means undeserved par­
don) and as God's FREE GIFT . 
You CAN'T earn it! All your OBE­
DIENCE - your good WORKS -
won't buy it! 

But - and here is where the 
persecutors are in confusion -
you shall be REWARDED with 
whatever OFFI CE you shall be 
placed in according to your 
WORKS! Check for yourself. 
Don't believe me because I say it 
- check for yourself. 

For those who would like a 
more detailed and technical expo­
sition of this vital principle, write 
for a FR EE booklet, What Will 
You Be Doing in the Next Life? 

But, when the glorified Jesus 
Christ returns to earth, in all the 
supreme POWER and GLORY of 
God, as KING of kings to rule all 
nations, He will then assign the 
positions in His government -
the "reward" - to those who 
already - then - "ARE SAVED," 
to those who have, through grace, 
received God's GIFT of eternal life 
- then already made IMMORTAL! 
These shall have been resurrected 
to immortality and have risen to 
meet Him in the air, as He is 
returning. 

Now notice: Jesus says, "And 
behold, 1 am coming quickly, and 
My reward is with Me, to give to 
everyone according to his work" 
(Rev. 22: 12) . 

Notice the parable of the 
pounds: When Jesus returns, hav­
ing been coronated KING of 
kings, He will call to Him those 
He had given "the money" -
that is, His Spirit and salvation. 
The one who, in this mortal life, 
had gained "10 pounds" is made 
mayor over 10 cities . The one 
who gained, in his Christian life 
in this time, five pounds is made 
mayor ruling over five cities. He 

qualified for only half as much, 
during this mortal life, so his 
REWARD in the Kingdom - the 
POSITION to which he is assigned 
- is only half as much. 

Notice this picture of Christ's 
coming, and establishing of the 
Kingdom of God over the nations: 
"Then the seventh angel sounded: 
And there were loud voices in 
heaven , saying, 'The kingdoms of 
this world have become the king­
doms of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign forev­
er .. . The nations were angry, 
and Your wrath has come, and 
the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that You 
should reward Your servants the 
prophets and the saints'" (Rev. 
11 : 15-18) . 

One of the judgments is the 
"Great White Throne Judg­
ment." Notice that REWARD -
rank in God's Kingdom - is 
according to WORKS! Not getting 
into the Kingdom, but rank, or 
reward, or office, once there: 

"And I saw the dead , small and 
great, standing before God [in a 
resurrection], and books were 
opened . And another book was 
opened , which is the Book of 
Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the 
things which were written in the 
books" (Rev. 20: 12) . 

Peter taught that God JUDGES 
(not " saves") according to 
WORKS: "The Father, who with­
out partiality judges according to 
each one's work" (I Pet. I : 17) . 
Paul taught that God "will render 
to each one according to his 
deeds" (Rom. 2:6) . 

Jesus said, plainly, " No one 
can come to Me unless it has been 
granted to him by My Father" 
(John 6:65). And again, "No one 
can come to Me unless the Father 
who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up at the last day" 
(verse 44) . 

But, to you whom God has 
called at this time - to you who 
have repented, believed, received 
God's Holy Spirit and thus been 
converted - YOU ARE BEING 
JUDGED RIGHT NOW (I Pet. 
4: 17). And if you say , "I'm 
already 'saved ,' and there are 'no 

(Continued on page 40) 
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES-

A TIME FOR 
REDEDICATION 

Worldwide, true Christians will keep this 
year's Feast of Tabernacles September 22 to 28. 

What should this Festival of God mean to us? 

Zeal. Con­
viction. 

Commit-
ment. Urgency. 

The first century 
Church of God had 
these qualities in 
abundance! 

By K. Nei l Earle 

this earth and produce 
peace and prosperity 
for everyone. 

A major key in pro­
ducing that peace and 
prosperity will be the 
unity among God's 
children. 

Notice: "And when 
they had called for the 
apostles and beaten 
them , they commanded 
that they should not 
speak in the name of 
Jesus , and let them go. 
So they departed from 
the presence of the 

Messages from God's ministers are an important part of the Feast. 
Above, Herbert W. Armstrong speaks at the 1982 Festival. 

We in God's Church 
today have the same 
Gospel, the same des­
perately needed mes­
sage, the same Leader, 
the same governmental 
structure as the early 
apostolic Church 
(Heb. 13:8) . We have 
much going for us. At 

council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame 
for His name. And daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they 
did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ" 
(Acts 5:40-42). 

Where did the early Christians 
get this dynamic courage and 
drive ? After all, they were only 
fallible human beings like us 
(Acts 10:26) . Why such burning 
zeal, such concentrated, intense 
single-mindedness? 

God's Spirit led them, just as 
Christ through His Spirit leads us 
today (Matt. 28:20)! 

Why did that Spirit of power 
stir them and press them to such 
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self-sacrifici ng heights? The an­
swer directly bears upon the vital 
importance of this year's Feast of 
Tabernacles for true Christians 
today. It is the first-century 
Church's striking unity and cohe­
siveness that challenges us (Acts 
4:32). 

Spiritual pioneers 

The Feast of Tabernacles is the 
sixth of God's seven annual festi­
vals, the true days that God 
expects His people to keep today . 
True Christians know that the 
Feast of Tabernacles pictures 
God's soon-coming Kingdom , the 
wonderful world tomorrow when 
God's government will rule on 

this Feast of Tabernacles we need 
to see once and for all how impor­
tant unity is in the Body of Christ 
and how we can increase unity. 

What was the secret of the ear­
ly Church's amazing cohesiveness 
and responsiveness ? 

Remember, many early Chris- c 

tians were eyewitnesses to Jesus ~ 
Christ and His miracles (II Pet. ~ 
1: 16). The unprecedented events ~ 
surrounding Christ's death and E 
resurrection - the unexplained ~ 
darkness (Matt. 27:45), the Tem- ~ 
pIe veil split in half (verse 51) , ~ 
the earthquake that rocked Jeru- l 
salem (verse 51), the literal resur- :. 
rection to physical life of promi- i 
nent Jewish leaders (verse 52) - ~ 
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all this made a mind-numbing 
impression. 

Then, too, almost all early con­
verts were Jews (Acts 2:5) well 
acquainted with the Scriptures, 
schooled to expect the Messiah in 
their lifetime (Acts 1 :6). For a 
while they met in one place in the 
same city (Acts 2: 1). Hospitality 
and care for new converts were 
vital necessities since people were 
lodged far from home to pick up 
all they could from the apostles' 
personal teaching (verse 42) . 

And one thing more: They 
deeply prized the Holy Days and 
festivals of God (Acts 2: 1, 12:3). 
They did not miss the simplest, 
most basic reason for annual festi­
vals, to gather God's people 
together, to weld them into a 
deeper-, more pervasive unity 
(Acts 18:21). 

That's why Jude called God's 
festivals "feasts of charity" (Jude 
12, Authorized Version). 

Paul trained his converts to 
"stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel, and not in any 
way terrified by your adversaries" 
(Phil. 1 :27-28). 

Strength in unity 

We who have an even bigger 
task to accomplish than the early 
Church did (John 14: 12) have 
factors working for us that they 
didn't have. The communications 
revolution makes it possible for 
the majority of God's people to 
see His apostle for our day on 
satellite television . 

Thanks to our marvelous publi­
cations media God's people can 
have a truly global perspective on 
this Feast of Tabernacles . The 
Church's publications school us 
well in advance about the world­
wide scope of the Festival. From 
Burma to Brno, from Penticton to 
Peru, God's people will be pon­
dering the same material, materi­
al designed to advertise, educate 
and instruct us about the spiritual 
high point of the year - the 
Feast of Tabernacles. 

Certainly the potential exists 
for a dynamic upsurge in unity 
and esprit de corps at the Feast of 
Tabernacles in 1983. 
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Yet perhaps the greatest single 
spur to advance and amplify the 
unity and togetherness of God's 
people at this year's Festival is, as 
always, wrapped up in the basic 
message of the Feast of Taber­
nacles itself and, even more, how 
the Work we've been drafted to 
do fits into the majestic purpose 
and scope of God's sixth festival. 

The coming utopia 

Remember, the Feast of Tab­
ernacles is a prophecy. It is an 
inspired picture of the harmony 
and peace that will prevail when 
Jesus Christ and His people final­
ly rule this earth with the law of 
God (Isa. 2:3) . 

Numerous scriptures announce 
this event: 

"Then the kingdom and do­
minion, and the greatness of the 
kingdoms under the whole heav­
en, shall be given to the people, 
the saints of the Most High. His 
kingdom is an everlasting king­
dom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey Him " (Dan. 
7:27). See also I Corinthians 6:2, 
Luke 19: 1 7 and Revelation 2:26. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is 
futuristic in its implications 
(Zech. 14:16). It challenges us to 
ponder our awesome destiny, our 
goal, our prime purpose in life. 

And what a goal it is - to help 
Jesus Christ straighten out this 
tragic world. To start a new civili­
zation on the earth. To give real 
aid to the boat people, to comfort 
the tormented people of Cambo­
dia, to nourish the starving chil­
dren of the third world. 

Christ will do it. He can save 
humanity . He has . the zeal, the 
stamina, the unrelenting strength 
of purpose to succeed. And we 
are His executive assistants, 
training for top positions in that 
government. This is our consum­
ing mission in life! It is a goal 
worth sacrificing for, even suffer­
ing for if the need arises. 

The Feast of Tabernacles gives 
us "time out," a divinely ordained 
pause, a respite in which to con­
template these colossal truths. 

The point is: The extent to 
which we see how the task 
assigned the Church today fits in 

with that overall goal is the exact 
measure of our zeal and motiva­
tion toward God's Work! 

Let's explain that clearly. 

Needed: zeal for God's Work 

A merciful God will not allow 
the devastating plagues of His 
wrath to fall on an unsuspecting 
world (Amos 3:7). God requires 
that the world be warned first 
(Matt. 24:14). His schedule is 
ironclad: warning, Great Tribula­
tion, Christ's return, Millennium. 
Now whom does God hold 
responsible for warning the 
earth? 

"As the Father has sent Me, I 
also send you" (John 20:21) . 

It is the Church 's job to 
announce the good news (Mark 
16: 15) . God requires this act of 
love and concern from us , this 
urgent call to sound the alarm 
(I Cor. 9:16). 

God uses the preaching of that 
warning message to call others to 
help advance His Work further, 
to call those He can train for rul­
ership with and under Christ in 
the world tomorrow (Matt. 
13:18-23). Many benefits flow 
from preaching the good news of 
Christ's return to set up His 
Kingdom. 

No wonder the high point of 
the Christian year is the week­
long celebration that portrays this 
worldwide utopia. Christ will 
eventually reconcile the whole 
world to Himself (Eph. 1:10). 
One government, one Ruler, one 
Kingdom teaching and practicing 
the way of life that leads to peace, 
unity, harmony and concord (Isa. 
25:6-7) . This is God's way to ful­
fill His plan. The Feast of Taber­
nacles pictures the successful 
implementation of that plan. It 
portrays the pivotal event in 
Scripture (Acts 3:19-21). 

Every year, at the Feast, God 
gives the world a demonstration 
of His ability to unify the world. 

The Church of God is pioneer­
ing the only true solution: joyful, 
voluntary submission to the. laws 
of God (Rom. 7:22). The Church 
is indeed the "light of the world" 
(Matt. 5:14). If it were not, then 
there would be no purpose for the 
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perpetuation of human life on this 
planet (Mal. 4:6). God would 
a llow man to destroy himself 
(Matt. 24:22). 

As Pastor General Herbert W. 
Armstrong reminds us , the 
Church of God is the Kingdom in 
embryo. That means we must be 
seen practicing the way of life 
that works - the way of coopera­
tion, courtesy and consideration 
(Acts 20:35). If the world is to be 
changed it must start with us 
(Matt. 13:31-32) . 

Rededicate yourself 

What a calling! 
How can we rededicate our­

selves to that calling at this year's 
Fcast of Tabernacles? 

First, catch again the global 
scope and sweep of God's Work . 
Rcad about the Feast in interna­
tional areas. Pray for the success 
of scattered brethren in far-flung 
corners of the world . 

Follow Festival instructions 
and anno uncements (Eccl. 5: I) . 
As Philippians 2: 14 says, "Do all 
things without murmuring a nd 
disputing ." Don ' t be the excep­
tion to the rules . Prompt obe­
dience in small matters displ ays 
godly character (Luke 16:10) . 

Meditate upon the grand 
accomplishments of God's Work 
this year. Remember the acts of 
God's apostle overseas. Prepare 
your offering from that perspec­
tive (Deut. 16: 16). Have your 
children prepare an offering as 
well (Prov. 20:11). 

Participate in the organiLed 
activities at the Feast - don 't be 
off "doing your own thing" all 
the time. Quiz your children 
abou t God's law and God's way of 
lire as you drive to the Feast site. 
Take an interest in their spiritual 
development. 

Enthusiasm is contagious. Be a 
carrier! Meet new people. Aid the 
less fortunate. Don't resent 
crowds, but be an ambassador of 
peace. Let peace begin with you. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a 
yearly opportunity to intens ify 
the unity, morale and stalwart­
ness or God's people. 

Is anything more impor­
tant? 0 
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.. 
It is once again time to celebrate that 
we are merely pilgrims and sojourners 

In this temporary, physical hfe . 
By Clayton D. Steep 

H ere it is, time for another Feast of Taber­
nacles, and the Church of God is on the 
move again! 

Brethren packing and hauling luggage, crisscrossing 
cities, countries, even continents, headed toward one of 
the more than 80 locations worldwide where the 1983 
Feast of Tabernacles will be joyfully observed. 

God instructed that this Feast or Festival be observed in the 
seventh month of God's sacred calendar (Lev. 23:34-36, 39-
43), which falls sometime in September or October of the 
Roman calendar, depending on the year. 

(For a complete explanation of which days God has com­
manded His people to keep, write for a free copy of our 
eye-opening booklet Pagan Holidays or God's Holy Days -
Which?) 

Did you ever wonder why travel and lodging in hotels , 
motels and other places of temporary habitation is associated 
with the Feast of Tabernacles? 

The Feast of Temporary Dwellings 

The word tabernacles means "temporary dwellings or 
abodes ." This, then, is the Feast of Temporary Dwellings. 

When God ordained this Feast in ancient Israel, He 
instructed the Israelites to build booths or lean-tos to dwell in 



for the duration of the Festival 
(Lev. 23:40-43). The modern 
counterpart of these booths would 
be hotels, motels and other places 
of temporary residence. 

True, some brethren today live 
right where the Feast is to be 
observed. They may have no 
choice but to remain in their own 
homes . Still, for the duration of 
the Feast, they are involved in a 
daily routine of services, meals 
and activities that is different 
from what they do the rest of the 
year. 

For the majority in God's 
Church, however, travel and liv­
ing outside their homes continues 
to be an integral part of the Feast 
observance. 

Why this change of routine? 
Why, for this brief period of the 
year, do God's people partake of a 
style and quality of life radically 
different from the norm? Why, 
during the Feast plus travel time, 
does the Church as a whole reside 
in temporary dwellings - hotels, 
motels, cabins, tents, campers? 

The answer lies in the meaning 
of the Feast. 

The sojourn of this life 

While in distress, the author of 
Psalm 42 remembered former, 
happier days. "I used to go with 
the multitude," he recalled. "I 
went with them to the house of 
God, with the voice of joy and 
praise [God's Holy Days are hap­
py occasions!], with a multitude 
that kept a pilgrim feast" (verse 
4). 

A "pilgrim feast"? What did 
he mean by that? 

Pilgrims are travelers, wayfar­
ers , sojourners . As long as they 
are pilgrims, they do not have a 
permanent residence. They are on 
the move. As the psalmist wrote 
in verse 2, he had a destination: 
He yearned to "come and appear 
before God." 

That's what true Christians do 
at God's Feasts. We appear 
before God at one of the locations 
He, through His chosen ministry, 
has designated and where He has 
placed His name (Deut. 14:23-
24). 

What a picture! Pilgrims wend­
ing their way to appear before 
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God - to be with God. When 
you stop to think about it, that's 
what this life is all about for 
God's people. 

For the Christian, life is a jour­
ney with a destination . Just as the 
children of Israel wandered 
through the wilderness, living in 
temporary dwellings, before 
reaching the promised land, we 
are making our way to the eternal 
inheritance that has been prom­
ised to us. We are only heirs of 
salvation; we have not yet inher­
ited it. 

We live in temporary dwellings 
in this life. Our homes are tempo­
rary. So are our physical bodies. 
The Feast of Tabernacles, or 
Feast of Temporary Abodes, calls 
attention to the fact that our 
physical existence is temporary, 
that we are pilgrims on our way 
to an awesome destination. 

Looking to the future 

The apostle Peter referred to 
scattered Christians of his day as 
"pilgrims of the Dispersion" 
(I Pet. 1: 1) . He stressed to the 
brethren that they were "sojourn­
ers and pilgrims" (I Pet. 2: 11) 
and exhorted them to "conduct 
yourselves throughout the time of 
your sojourning here in fear" 
(I Pet. 1:17). 

A pilgrim does not "put down 
roots" in some location of his 
choosing. The moment he does 
so, he ceases to be a pilgrim. 

In Hebrews 11, various faithful 
servants of God are set forth as 
examples for Christians to fol­
low. 

A braham, for instance, "so­
journed in the land of promise as 
in a foreign country" (verse 9). 
He merely sojourned there. 
Wealth and possessions he had. 
But he did not set his heart on 
them. He was not all wrapped up 
in ever trying to acquire addition­
al material possessions and physi­
cal riches here and now. He knew 
this life is temporary. He looked 
to the future. 

He "waited for the city which 
has foundations [it will not be 
built on sand, as are all the fleet­
ing works of mankind], whose 
builder and maker is God" (verse 
10) . The city referred to is, of 

course, Jerusalem as it will be 
when it is the headquarters and 
dwelling place of Almighty God. 

Abraham was not the only one 
whose heart was set on an eternal 
inheritance rather than a tempo­
rary, physical inheritance in this 
life. Others are named in this 
same chapter. 

"These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them, 
and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth . For those who say such 
things declare plainly that they 
seek a homeland" (verses 13-
14). 

How about you? Do you 
belong to this world? Do material 
pursuits take up the choicest part 
of your time? Is your attention 
mostly centered on earthly 
things? Do your highest goals and 
aspirations revolve around the 
attainment of wealth, physical 

security and comfort? 
Or are you as a stranger and 

sojourner in this sin-weary world , 
just passing through, on your way 
to your homeland? 

Going up to Jerusalem 
s 

Traveling to the Feast to a 
appear before God, living in tem- ~ 
porary dwellings at the Festival ~ 

(Continued on page 39) ~ 
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- ---GN SPECIAL----

Coming-Your Rulership 
in God's Kingdom 

Christ is about to restore God's government to this earth, 
and Christians are to rule with Him for 1,000 years. That's 

what the Feast of Tabernacles pictures! This series of 
articles offers a glimpse at your incredible destiny. 

I U ItoPia - the model 
SocIety! 

Humanity has al­
ways dreamed of living in an 
ideal world - one with per­
fect laws, government and 
social conditions. This ideal 
world would have lasting 
peace, abundance and exciting 
opportunities for all. 

But all man ' s governments, 
cultures and social experiments 
have failed to produce this result. 
I nstead we live in a world filled 
with misery and increasing evils 
- a world tottering on the brink 
of destroying itself! 

Even the dictionary defines the 
concept of a utopian society as 
"impossibly ideal." 

But is utopia impossible? 
No! In fact, exactly such a 

society is just ahead of us now -
God promises it! Bible prophecy 
shows that thi s earth will be 
changed into a real utopia, and 
that you can have a part in mak­
ing it happen. You can assist 
Jesus Christ, beginning at His 
Second Coming , in ruling this 
world (Rev. 5: I 0). 

That is the meaning of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, the sixth of 
God's seven annual festivals. The 
Feast of Tabernacles pictures 
God's spirit-born Family ruling 
on earth during the Millennium 
- the Kingdom of God. 

Exciting, isn ' t it? What a won-
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derful opportunity it would be to 
take part in eliminating human 
suffering so that all can experi­
ence true happiness. War will be 
outlawed. Famine will disappear. 
Illiteracy will be wiped out. Life 
will become thrilling! 

What a joy it will be to help 
create these conditions! Never 
before has such awesome oppor­
tunity for doing good existed. As 
a glorified mem ber of the God 
Family (Rom. 8:l7-21), you ' ll be 
in a position to enforce God's law, 
which will automatically produce 
happiness. 

But as a ruler in God's King­
dom, how will you relate to God 
the Father, Jesus Christ and 
other members of God's Family? 
How will you work with human 
beings under your care? What 
laws will you teach and enforce? 

Let's explore our future as 
rulers in God's Kingdom. Let's 
try to envision the thrill and 
excitement of being ruling mem­
bers of God's Family. 

Perf ect t eamwork 

Rulership in God's Family will 
involve teamwork - working 
together for everyone's good . 

We will be serving under God 
the Father (John 14:28) and 
Jesus Christ (Rev . 19: 15-16 , 
Eph . 1 :20-22). Those who have 
qualified during their human 

lives will hold top administrative 
positions; David, for instance, will 
be king over all Israel (Ezek. 
37 :24) . Others will see that the 
knowledge of God 's way goes 
forth from Jerusalem to all the 
world (Isa. 2:3-4). Still others 
will serve as local rulers (Luke 
19:11-19) . 

Those at headquarters will 
work together in unity with those 
ruling around the world. No lon­
ger will division and strife among 
rulers be tolerated. No longer will 
anyone work at cross-purposes; no 
longer will anyone compete for 
recognition, influence or impor­
tance. All will be in harmony 
with God the Father and Jesus 
Christ (John 17:10-11) . 

Each of us will have specified 
areas of responsibility to diligent­
ly handle. A chain of authority 
will govern everyone's conduct. 
Most important, godly love will 
bind us together and flow out to 
those under our rule. 

Imagine such rulership on a 
global scale. God 's divine power 
will extend this rulers hip to 
everyone, not just a few , and 
unheard-of productivity and hap­
piness will abound (Jer. 31 : 12-
13). 

A new w ay of life 
il 

Destructive trends from 6,000 ';:, 
years of human misrule will be ~ 
reversed. ~ 

Through miraculous interven- ~ 
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tion the environment will be 
changed. Mountains will be low­
ered and valleys raised. Dramatic 
climate changes will alter barren 
deserts, turning them into thriv­
ing locations for desirable plants 
and animals. Miraculous healings 
will occur and sickness will be 
abolished (Isa. 40:4, 35: 1-7, 9) . 
The very nature of animals will 
be changed so they no longer 
harm or fear man (I sa. II :6-8) . 

Once the initi a l geological 
changes have been made, the land 
will be ready for resettling. We 
will resettle the destitute refugees 
who survive the Great Tribula­
tion and the Day of the Lord and 
help them begin a way of life they 
have not known . 

A Temple will be constructed; 
there Christ shall sit as supreme 
Ruler (Ezek. 40-42) . Jerusalem 
will be rebuilt, much smaller but 
more beautiful, with verdant agri­
cultural land just outside the city 
limits (Ezek. 48: 15-19) . 

The entire land of Israel will be 
divinely allocated and families 
will be given a portion of land as 
an inheritance, to own throughout 
the Millennium without fear of 
losing it (verses 1-7 ,23-28). 

Agriculture will become the 
basis of society. Small, family­
owned farms will produce bounti­
ful harvests without soil erosion 
or the use of harmful pesticides 
or chemical fertilizers (Amos 
9: 13) . Proper farming methods, 
favorable weather and societal 
respect for farming will bring joy 
to the farmers of the future. 

Business and industry will still 
exist, but on a far different scale. 
The emphasis will be on serving 
others. For example, beating 
swords into plowshares (Isa. 2:4) 
will involve manufacturing equip­
ment for constructive purposes 
from war machinery that was 
once used for destruction. 

No longer will huge, imperson­
al, get-oriented industries pollute 
the atmosphere, provide monot­
onous work or waste people's 
potential. Workers will enjoy 
their work as they produce quali­
ty goods in a safe and stimulating 
environment. 

Industrial pollution will be 
halted . Natural energy sources 
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such as sunlight will be wisely 
used and reusable materials will 
be recycled , thereby greatly 
reducing industrial waste. 

Even the source of many raw 
materials will change. Abundant 
mineral resources from the 
oceans will be made available for 
productive use (lsa. 60:5). 

Cities will be rebuilt, intelligent­
ly planned so that people won't 
experience the problems of over­
crowding and separation from the 
beauty and tranquility of an agrar­
ian society. Cities will be architec­
turally breathtaking, built accord­
ing to a divinely inspired master 
plan (Amos 9:14). 

Economic uncertainty will be 
replaced by God's financial sys­
tem, with stability, full employ­
ment and job satisfaction. No lon­
ger will man be plagued by run­
away inflation, excessive taxes 
and high interest rates . 

Humanity's potential 
achieved 

Happily married couples living 
in harmony will produce children 
they truly love and know how to 
rear. Together these families will 
enjoy activities that bring them 
much happiness (Jer. 31: 13). 

All of these blessings will 
result from man's obedience to 
God's way of life - the way of 
life that you will help teach them! 
It will be much easier to teach 
God's laws then, because Satan's 
influence will be removed, allow­
ing a right attitude to permeate 
society (Jer. 31 :33). 

As a ruler you will be able to 
provide people the opportunity to 
develop their talents through 
schooling, encouragement and 
practical experience. Your rela­
tionship with humans will include 
spending time with them in social 
situations that you'll both enjoy. 

Your rulership will not be 
some distant, impersonal relation­
ship with humans under your rule 
or with fellow spirit beings . Not 
at all. You will enjoy being with 
them - sharing experiences, dis­
cussing ideas, doing things 
together and making plans for the 
future (Ps. 16:11,145:10-12) . 

Does all this mean that there 
will be no problems in tomorrow's 
world? No! 

Problems from the lingering 
influence of Satan-inspired hu­
man nature will be prevalent at 
the onset of the Millennium. The 
warning that some nations will 
not receive rain unless they keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 
14: 17) implies that some will not 
initially want to obey God. 

It will indeed take time for 
God's way of life to permeate the 
whole world (Matt. 13 :33). 

The godly power of discern­
ment, though, will enable you to 
make the right decisions when 
you're faced with a problem . 
You'll be able to stop problems 
before they get out of control 
(Isa. 30:20-21). 

Remain faithful now 

Ruling in the Millennium! 
Think about this incredible 
potential you have in your future. 
Truly, a joyous time of rulership 
awaits all of us for all eternity. 
During the days of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, you'll be hearing 
more about the wonderful world 
tomorrow. 

But merely knowing about 
these things is not enough. You 
must diligently respond to the 
calling God is giving you. You 
must work to develop the attri­
butes of a king by yielding to the 
will of God (Matt. 7:2 1, 18 :3, Jas. 
1 :22-25). As a ruler of the future 
you must look beyond the diffi­
culties now facing you, to your 
ultimate rewa rd (Rom . 8: 18) . 
That is what Jesus Christ did 
(Heb. 12:2-3, I Pet. 2:21). 

Allow this hope to burn bright­
ly in you, for God's plan extends 
even beyond what this article has 
covered . Your rulership shall 
extend to all the universe that 
now lies dead, awaiting its time 
for life (Rev. 21-22)! 

Remember the example of 
Christ and be obedient to His 
will. If you do, someday He' ll 
apply these words to you: "Well 
done, good and faithful servant; 
you were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over 
many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord" (Matt. 25:21) . 0 
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Could You Rule a City? 
Christ, when He returns, will give His people authority 

in God's Kingdom. Have you wondered how 
you will be able to manage part of God's government? 

II A let's use our imagi-
natIOns to travel 
forward in time a 

few years. 
Picture the Millennium. 

Christ has returned, and God's 
Church has been born into His 
Family. Some have been 
raised from the dead. Others 
were instantly changed from 
mortal to immortal when the 
last trump sounded. 

Together for the first time, all 
God 's chosen people stand before 
their powerful and triumphant 
cider brother, Jesus Christ, wait­
ing to receive their positions of 
responsibility and service in the 
new world government. 

Now it's your turn . As you 
come before Jesus, you sense the 
power radiating from Him. No 
wonder those ancient Israelites 
trembled with fear when they 
first saw the signs of His presence 
at Mt. Sinai! 

But you have nothing to fear. 
The look in those shining eyes, 
more brilliant than a thousand 
suns, is one of friendship and rec­
ognition. You realize that Jesus 
Christ knows who you are. It is as 
if He, too, has been anticipating 
this moment. 

And then , with a voice more 
powerful than the most powerful 
waterfall, but full of warmth and 
enthusiasm, Jesus Christ says the 
words you have been waiting to 
hear: 

"Well done, you good and 
faithful servant. You have been 
faithful in the things I gave you 
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to do, you have overcome and you 
endured to the end. Welcome to 
the Kingdom of God." Then He 
adds, "I am going to give you 
authority over 10 cities." 

A dream ? Yes, but it is the 
realistic dream of many people 
now reading this magazine. It is a 
dream that will one day come 
true. 

But wait a minute. The readers 
of The Good News are just ordi­
nary people - an American con­
struction worker, a British house­
wife, a Filipino farmer, a young 
Nigerian universi ty student. How 
can people like that be qualified 
to rule a city? What do they -
what do you - know about it? 

Responsibilities of rulership 

Did you ever stop to think 
about what must be done to man­
age a city, or even a small town? 
Water and power must be pro­
vided, streets and roads have to be 
planned and a building code must 
be established. Garbage must be 
collected. Di sposal of sewage 
must be arranged. 

And what about transportation, 
a school system, shops and places 
of entertainment? Taxes must be 
collected and the funds appro­
priated for the thousands of 
expenses needed to keep a town 
running properly. 

What do you know about a ll 
that ? Some of the best minds in 
the world today can't make our 
towns and cities work. So what 
makes you think you are going to 
do any better in the world tomor-

row? How can you teach what 
you don ' t know ? 

Discouraged? Don't be. Read 
on. 

The world that Christ returns 
to will need urgent help. He will 
find it battered from Satan's rule 
and horribly chastened by the 
Day of the Lord. 

The book of Revelation shows 
how the Great Tribulation and 
the trumpet plagues will devas­
tate civilization. 

Communications networks will 
be in ruins . Transportation will 
have broken down . Dams will 
have been destroyed and bridges 
will have collapsed. Once-great 
cities will be nothing but smoking 
piles of rubble. The ecosystem 
will have been badly damaged . 

But, starting from Jerusalem, 
the healing and rebuilding will 
commence. Representatives of 
once-proud nations will m ake 
their way to Christ's seat of gov­
ernment, to be taught His ways 
and learn His paths (lsa. 2:3). 

And they will find that the 
Kingdom of God is ready and 
eager to help. It will also be com­
petent. Christ will have a team 
with all the expertise necessary to 
show humanity how to live. If you 
are to be a part of that team, 
Christ will have to see to it that 
you are qualified to help. 

"But I have had no experience 
running a city!" you may say. 
"How will I be ready?" 

Has, perhaps, Christ been 
wrong in choosing the "weak 
things of the world" (I Cor. 1 :27) 
to qualify for His Kingdom? Per­
haps it would have been better to 
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have picked His people 
from among the 
mayors and governors 
of the world today. 
Perhaps He should 
have selected the most 
able civil engineers, 
town-planning experts, 
telecom m u n ication 
operators a nd those 
with experience in big 
business and large con­
struction projects. 

I nstead , we find that 
"not many wise ac­
cording to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not 
many noble, are 
called" (verse 26) . Is 
that going to prove to 
be a mistake? 

No. Jesus Christ 
knows exactly what He is doing. 
When He returns, His world-rul­
ing team will be ready and able to 
rule. 

The missing dimension 
in knowledge 

To understand how this is pos­
sible, we need to remind ourselves 
again just what it is that has gone 
wrong with this world. 

For 6,000 years, since Adam 
rejected the kind of knowledge 
that could only come from God, 
humans have tried to find a way 
of life that works . We have failed 
in every aspect except one. The:; 
hum a n race has proved i tsel f 
more than adequate in solving 
technical problems. Especially in 
the las t 100 years, breakthroughs 
in a ll areas of technology have 
transformed the world. 

Man has demonstrated that he 
can learn how to harness the 
power of mighty rivers or string 
bridges across great chasms. He 
knows how to build highways and 
railroads over soaring mountains 
and searing deserts . He can drill 
for oil beneath the Arctic ice. He 
has split the atom, made an artifi­
cial heart and regularly travels 
into space. 

But at the beginning of the 
Millennium, after the destruction 
at the end of this age, the world 
will have realized that all the 
knowledge of physical things has 
not· produced a way of life that 
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worked. It may have seemed right 
for a while, but it will have led us 
to the very brink of destruction. 

Only Christ's intervention will 
save all flesh from extinction. 
And God will not just allow man 
to begin blindly rebuilding . 
Christ will restore the govern­
ment of God to show this world 
God's way of life and to teach 
God's laws. That is what the 
nations will go to Jerusalem to 
learn . It is knowledge that they 
have known nothing about. They 
must learn it from the beginning, 
like little children . 

But you will know it! You are 
learning it all the time. God 
through His Spirit is teaching 
you a new way to live of sharing, 
cooperating, helping, humility 
and loving your neighbor as your­
self. That is the way God lives, 
and if you are being led by His 
Spirit you are learning to live that 
way, too. You are discovering 
that it produces peace. 

At the moment, you probably 
only have the opportunity to live 
that way on a small scale. You 
have a small family and perhaps a 
rather average job. Your income 
may not be great , or maybe you 
just have a small plot of land to 
take care of. Perhaps you are sin­
gle, old or crippled. Maybe you 
are even in jail. But whoever you 
are, you should be making prog-

ress in learning to live 
your life God's way. 

You are 
learning now 

But can that really 
qualify you to rule a 
city - to tackle the 
complex administra­
tive, organizational and 
personal problems that 
come up all the time 
when several thousand 
families live together? 

Yes, it can . Prob­
lems in the world today 
seem more complex 
than they actually are, 
because the nature of 
the problems is not 
understood. The apos­
tle James showed the 

real cause of strife in the world: 
"Where do wars and fights come 
from among you? Do they not 
come from your desires for plea­
sure that war in your members? 
You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot 
obtain . You fight and war [to get 
more] . Yet you do not have 
because you do not ask" (las. 4: 1-
2). 

In other words, our problems 
are caused by human nature, 
expressed in jealousy, resent­
ment, vanity, lust and greed. 

Struggles between nations to­
day are really only small prob­
lems grown big . The problem of 
two major powers locked in a hot 
war may seem more complex than 
two neighbors fighting over the 
back fence. But it is essentially 
the same - they know no other 
way to settle disputes. Whether it 
is nations or individuals, "The 
way of peace they have not 
known" (Rom. 3:17). 

And if the cause is the same, 
the solution is the same - love. 
tolerance, forgiveness, sharing, 
helping and giving. That way pro­
duces peace, happiness and pros­
perity. It works between people. 
Given a chance, it would work 
between nations. 

And so Jesus Christ does not 
need to see you in action on a 
large scale to know whether you 
know how to administer the laws 
that lead to peace. He sees it now, 
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by the way you solve the prob­
lems of your own life. 

You, in spite of your limited 
experience, will indeed have the 
ability to teach others the way of 
peace in the world tomorrow . 
God does not need to see you in 
action ruling 10 cities to deter­
mine whether you know how to 
apply and observe His law. He 
can see, by the simple decisions 
you make every day in your life, 
whether you will obey Him or go 
the way of the world. 

Be faithful in small things 

Let's take, for example, your 
relationship with your wife, your 
husband or your children. How 
do you solve problems among 
yourselves? By shouting, yelling 
and expressing bad attitudes? Or 
are you showing God that you 
know a better way? 

What about finances? Would 
you handle the treasure of a city 
like so many rulers today, and 
enrich yourself at others' ex­
pense? God can tell by the way 
you handle your employer's mon­
ey and the time your employer 
pays you for, by your attitude 
toward taxes that you must "ren­
der unto Caesar," by what you do 
with God's tithe. 

As Jesus said, "If you have not 
been faithful in what is another 
man's, who will give you what is 
your own?" (Luke 16:12) . And 
notice verse 10: "He who is 
faithful in what is least is faithful 
also in much; and he who is 
unjust in what is least is unjust 
also in much ." 

I f you learn to be faithful and 
loyal in small things, God knows 
that you will be that way when 
given much greater responsibili­
ty. This is clearly shown by the 
parable of the talents in Matthew 
25, starting with verse 14. Let's 
pick the story up in verses 20 and 
21, after the ruler had returned 
and asked his servants to give 
account of their stewardship: 

"So he who had received five 
talents came and brought five 
other talents ... His lord said to 
him , 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you were faithful 
over few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things.' " 
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Jesus was showing that He 
could tell if His people were 
developing the qualities of proper 
rulership by the way they handled 
the small matters of their lives. 
The servant who misused his 
position of trust was disqualified 
(verses 24-30). He couldn't be 
trusted. 

What kind of decisions 
do you make? 

The decisions required to live 
God's way are really very simple 
- they are basically a matter of 
saying yes or no to God's law. 

It doesn't have to be compli­
cated . God did not test Adam and 
Eve on some gigantic, complex 
problem to see whether or not 
they would be obedient. He 
tested them in one of the most 
basic areas: What were they 
going to eat? They succumbed to 
temptation and ate of the one 
fruit in the garden that God had 
forbidden. Faced with a relatively 
simple decision, they made the 
wrong choice. 

Don't be too quick to judge 
Adam and Eve - you have been 
making the same kind of wrong 
choices in simple decisions all 
your life. 

You don ' t have to be a Hitler 
or an Idi Amin to prove you are 
unsuitable to rule over others. 
The way you treat your wife, your 
children or your friends shows 
Christ what kind of a ruler you 
will be. Are you short-tempered, 
hard to get along with, rebellious, 
uncooperative, unfair? 

Christ needs to know that now, 
before He trusts you with a major 
responsibility over many people. 
The Kingdom of God is going to 
bring peace to the world, not 
more strife. Those who will rule 
must show God now that they are 
learning the way of peace. 

Every day brings a thousand 
and one little decisions that show 
God whether you are learning His 
way or not. 

God's way to be taught 

Right now, most leaders in the 
world are . not interested in learn­
ing this way. They consider it 

foolish, unrealistic and simplistic. 
Their quest for peace and pros­
perity will continue - damming 
more rivers, splitting more atoms, 
developing ever more miraculous 
machines. Treaties will be made 
and broken, and the wonderful 
inventions of science will inevita­
bly be turned into engines of 
destruction. This world, based on 
physical knowledge, is destined to 
come crashing down. 

Among the survivors will 
undoubtedly be architects, civil 
engineers, artists and others with 
the technical skill to start rebuild­
ing. But they will realize that 
their way of doing things was 
wrong. They will see that it didn ' t 
and couldn't bring peace! 

They will turn in humility and 
repentance to God, and ask to be 
shown another way. 

God will no longer hide that 
way. In the Millennium, the 
knowledge of God's way of life 
will begin to fill the earth like the 
waters cover the ocean beds (Isa. 
11 :9). The information will be 
readily available: "Yet your 
teachers will not be moved into a 
corner anymore, but your eyes 
shall see your teachers" ([ sa. 
30:20). As people begin to 
rebuild, if they start to make a 
mistake, they will "hear a 
word ... saying, 'This is the way, 
walk in it, ' whenever you turn to 
the right hand or whenever you 
turn to the left" (verse 21). 

Those teachers will have to 
know the way. They can't teach 
what they don't know. 

But if you have qualified to be 
in God's Kingdom, you will be 
among those who know the way. 
Christ will give you your reward 
with complete confidence. As you 
receive your authority to rule, 
you will also be given the power 
to go with the authority. The 
choices you will have to make will 
be on a much larger scale than 
now, but you will still make deci­
sions the same way, knowing 
right from wrong. 

Armed with that knowledge 
and that power, God's chosen 
people will be able to rule a city, 
five cities, even 10 cities - in the 
way of peace - for a thousand 
years. 0 
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You Were Born to reach! 
What special qualifications will you need to 

teach God's way of life during the Millennium? 

[Ill t's coming, and 
~othing can stop 
It! 

God's Kingdom - the gov­
ernment of God administered 
by the Family of God - is 
about to be set up on earth, at 
the return of Jesus Christ. 

Those who, throughout the 
ages, faithfully served God will be 
resurrected to immortal life. 
God 's chosen servants of our time 
who have faithfully endured will 
be instantly changed into spirit­
composed children of God (I Cor. 
15 :51-52). 

And what will we be doing in 
God's Kingdom? Revelation 5: I 0 
tells us that we will become 
"kings and priests to our God ; 
and we shall reign on the 
earth . " 

Each of us will fulfill both the 
offices of king and priest. As 
kings we will, under Christ the 
King of kings, rule the world, 
enforcing God's law. And, just as 
ancient Israel 's priests were to 
teach the nation God's way, we 
will as priests be responsible for 
teaching the knowledge of God's 
way of life to the entire world. 

You were born to teach! 

Disseminating God's 
knowledge 

God's government will be 
restored to the earth. Satan will 
be removed (Rev. 20:1-2). Man 's 
carna l nature will be changed 
(Jer. 31 :33) . The give way will 
permeate life rather than the get 
way. 

Notice Isaiah 2 :3 : "Ma ny 
people shall come and say, 'Come, '" 
and let us go up to the mountain 
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By Norman L. Shoaf 

of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; He will teach us of 
His ways, and we shall walk in 
His paths.' For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem." 

As more and more people learn 
of and turn to God's way, "the 
earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea" 
(Hab. 2: 14) . 

We will be responsible, as 
teachers, for filling the earth with 
the knowledge of God's way . 

Exactly what qualities will we 
need to be able to teach God's 
way in the world tomorrow? 
Whatever those qualities are, we 
need to be developing them now. 

And we can . We are constantly 
exposed to teaching opportunities 
with our mates, with our chil­
dren, with our employees or fel­
low workers, with friends , with 
other people in the world. 

Here, then, are some of the 
most important qualities of good 
teachers , qualities we need to be 
practicing now in preparation for 
our responsibility of teaching the 
world during the Millennium. 

Good teachers ... 

• Know their subjects . Unless 
you're an expert in the field, you 
wouldn't try to lecture on organic 
chemistry to a group of chemists. 
You'd look like a fool! By the 
same token, you can't teach God's 
way to someone unless you're an 
expert on the subject. During the 
Millennium, the subjects we'll be 
teaching will include God's law, 
God's way of thinking, giving and 

Bible knowledge. We'll need to 
know these subjects thoroughly 
(I Pet. 3:15) . 

That's why Paul admonishes, 
"Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that need­
eth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth" (II 
Tim . 2: 15, A V) . 

And a good teacher is always 
expanding his knowledge, learn­
ing more, keeping up with new 
developments in his field, in order 
to improve and maintain the 
effectiveness of his teaching. So 
Peter tells us to grow in grace and 
knowledge (II Pet. 3: 18). 

We can do so by constantly 
studying the Bible, reading the 
Work 's publications, listening 
closely to Pastor General Herbert 
W. Armstrong and God's other 
ministers and keeping up with 
news from headquarters, especial­
ly concerning new Bible under­
standing, which God is constantly 
giving. 

• Set good examples. Probably 
the strongest method of teaching 
is by example. Your children , 
employees and others will re­
member what you do long after 
they forget exactly what you 
say. 

God tells us to be lights to the 
world (Matt. 5:14-16) . If you 
want to teach God's way most 
effectively, you must live it. In 
God's Kingdom we will live 
God's way perfectly. 

Ancient Israel's obedience to 
God was to extend to every area 
of their lives (Deut. 6:6-7). It is 
the same today with us, as we 
train to teach in the world tomor­
row . The example we set of obe­
dience to God must be constant, 
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not just at Sabbath ser­
vices or when we are 
with other Church 
members. Anything 
else is hypocrisy, and 
God will not have on 
His teaching team any 
who do not set the 
right example of living 
His way all the time 
(Rom. 2:21-23). 

• Use authority 
properly . The most 
effective teachers are 
dedicated foremost to 
helping their students 
learn, improve, prosper 
and enjoy happiness . 
They are not cruel , 
vain or vindictive . 
They do not relish hav­
ing . to rebuke. 

Think about how this point 
applies in your relationship with 
your children, friends or others 
you have the opportunity to teach 
now . Think about how it will 
apply in the world tomorrow. 

You will have power over the 
nations - you will rule with a 
rod of iron (Rev. 2:26-27). When 
you, as God, are able to exercise 
the power of a thousand hydrogen 
bombs at just a thought, you 
must control that power properly, 
in love, meekness, self-control, 
fear of God the Father and a sin­
gle-minded desire to help and 
never hurt the humans under 
your authority . 

And you will - but only if you 
develop these character traits by 
practicing them in the areas 
'Yhere you have responsibility 
now . As Paul said, "Every man 
that striveth for the mastery [you 
are striving to become a master 
teacher in the subject of God's 
way] is temperate in all things" 
(I Cor. 9:25, A V). Good teachers 
are models of balance, self-con­
trol and moderation. 

• Communicate well. A major 
part of effective teaching is sim­
ply being able to communicate 
well the concepts you are trying 
to get across . 

This means that you speak in 
terms the one you are teaching 
will understand. You don't 
instruct a 4 year old in how to put 
his shoes away by speaking In 
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algebraic symbols. You don ' t give 
a fellow employee an assignment 
by speaking in a language foreign 
to him. This, by extension , means 
that you are willing to explain 
again and again from different 
angles, as long as the person is 
sincerely trying to understand. 

This also means that, while you 
talk to the person, you do not talk 
down to him . You communicate 
in humility and warmth, putting 
yourself in the person 's place and 
trying to understand his point of 
view . Jesus Christ, after all, can 
empathize with us in our trials 
because He literally put Himself 
in our place and knows what we 
go through (Heb. 2: 18). 

Practice communicating better 
with everyone you talk to. Make 
yourself clear . Be direct , the way 
children are (Luke 18 : 15-1 7). 
Strive to give full understanding. 
That's what you ' ll be doing in the 
world tomorrow - giving hu­
manity full understanding of 
God's - your - way of life. 

• Show outgoing concern. As 
one of God's teachers, you will 
express the give way of life per­
fectly. You'll be dedicated to 
helping, serving, caring for and 
providing opportunities for hu­
m anity . You ' ll perfectly display 
the fruits of God' s Holy Spirit. 

But you must be developing 
those fruits now. In every teach-

ing situation, practice 
them. 

Review I Cor i n­
thians 13 , which deals 
with godly love. Make 
God 's patience, kind­
ness, faithfulness and 
unselfishness traits of 
your own character. 
Learn to be merciful 
(Luke 6 :36). Be com­
passionate. 

When you are put in 
a position where you 
can really, finally help 
humanity - war-rav­
aged, poverty-stricken, 
trauma-ridden humani­
ty - the humanity 
that for 6,000 years has 
been completely un­
aware of the right way 

to live - the humanity that has 
suffered the worst horrors in his­
tory during the Great Tribulation 
and Day of the Lord - the 
humanity that has no notion of 
what true charity , compassion 
and concern are - you will need 
to express God 's perfect, healing, 
comforting, positive love - your 
love - with every ounce of your 
godly power. 

A new order imminent 

This world is without knowl­
edge of God's way. The world has 
turned its back on God and 
steeped itself in a way of life that, 
if God didn ' t intervene, would 
destroy humanity . 

But God is going to intervene, 
and soon . When He does , He is 
going to offer mankind a com­
pletely different kind of knowl­
edge - knowledge of how to live 
happily all the time, of how to be 
saved, of how to be born as God's 
children and live perfectly forever 
in God 's very Family. 

That knowledge will permeate 
every corner of life (Hab. 2:14) . 

You have been called to have a 
part in giving humanity this 
invaluable knowledge, as one of 
the teachers and rulers in the 
world tomorrow. 

What an incredible opportuni­
ty! What a goal to strive for! 
What could be more important 
than to truly begin to qualify for 
God's Kingdom right now? 0 
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Churches obtain. fi­
nancial support 
from many differ­

ent sources. 
Some churches are 

supported by govern­
ment taxes. Some take 
up offerings every 
Sunday morning . 
Others regularly ask 
for contributions in 
their publications or 
on their radio and tele­
vision programs. 

HY 
Holy Day 
Offerings? 

who have voluntarily become 
co-workers in this Work and 
from other people who come in 
contact with the Work of the 
Church and who voluntarily, 

without solicitation, send 
in occasional donations. 

In general, funds are 
contributed In two 
ways . 

One way is contribu­
tions given through the 
mail, through bank 
transfers or to local min­
isters, depending on the 
country and local cir­
cumstances. Most of this 
support is received 
through the mail, except 
in a few countries where 
circumstances require 

Sometimes church 
building projects are 
supported by pledges. A 
stained-glass window, a 
pew, a chair or even a 
building may be funded 
by a single contributor. 

Why offerings just on Holy 
Days? Why not every week? Are 

offerings required of everyone 
or are they voluntary? the other methods. 

A person may donate 
anonymously, in his own 
name or in memory of 
someone else. 

Contributions are of-
ten voluntary, but sometimes 
they are levied or pledged . 

God's true Church does not 
use these means for financial sup­
port. The Church looks to God 
for its needs . Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church, is its leader, 
its shepherd and its supplier of all 
things. 

However, Christ provides for 
His Church 's needs through 
people. He instructs, He com­
mands , He inspires and in-

How large should they be? 

By L. Leroy Neff 

fluences human beings to provide 
those needs. Depending on the 
spiritual condition of the Church 
and the real needs (not necessari­
ly what the Church wants), God 
does supply. 

After all, God owns all things. 
He can and will supply those 
needs, depending on what we, the 
Church and Body of Christ on 
earth, do, and on what our collec­
tive attitude and spiritual condi­
tion is. 

But how does God supply the 
needs of the Church? Through 
tithes and offerings of people. 

Most of these people are 
Church members . Members 
supply about 80 percent of the 
Church's financial support. The 
remainder comes from people 

The second way is 
through Holy Day offer­
ings. 

What are Holy Day 
offerings? If you search 

the Scriptures, you will not find 
this term Holy Day offerings! 
Since the term is not in the Bible, 
are such offerings unscriptural? 

Not at all, because this term 
aptly describes what is clearly 
commanded. 

No Holy Day offerings 
in Scripture? 

Nearly every member of God's 
Church knows by heart the prin­
cipal scriptures on this subject, 
because these verses are quoted 
or referred to on just about every 
Holy Day. Here they are in the 
New International Version: 

"Three times a year all your 
men must appear before the Lord 
your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Feast of U nleav­
ened Bread, the Feast of Weeks 
and the Feast of Tabernacles. No 
man should appear before the 
Lord empty-handed: Each of you 



must bring a gift in proportion to 
the way the Lord your God has 
blessed you" (Deut. 16:16-17) . 

A similar command is given in 
verse 10 concerning the Feast of 
Weeks or Pentecost. 

What are biblical offerings? 

We should note several points 
regarding these verses. However, 
before doing that we need to 
understand the requirements of 
the law concerning tithes and 
offerings. A summary of this law 
is given in Numbers 18. 

The people were to contribute 
one tenth of their incomes as well 
as to give various sacrificial offer­
ings (some commanded, others 
voluntary), certain firstfruits and 
firstlings . All of these things were 
in addition to the "gift" or Holy 
Day offering mentioned in Deu­
teronomy 16: 16-17. 

The sacrificial offerings re­
ferred to in Numbers 18 pointed 
toward and prefigured the pre­
cious sacrifice of Christ, the 
Lamb of God. These expensive 
sacrificial offerings of bulls and 
goats are not now required, as 
Jesus Christ is our sacrifice. 

Actually, one of the reasons the 
term Holy Day offerings does not 
appear in the Bible is that the 
word offering usually refers to 
those sacrificial offerings and not 
to voluntary or commanded offer­
ings in the sense that we use the 
word today. 

This does not mean that our 
use of the word is wrong. In 
today's context, the word is 
appropriate in referring to volun­
tary monetary contributions . 
These offerings, remember, are in 
addition to the tithe, which is 
commanded. 

Now back to Deuteronomy 
16: 16-17. The command relates 
to "three times a year." There are 
seven feasts in the year. Did God 
intend that four of them have no 
such command? 

No. The command refers to the 
three seasons or periods of the 
year when these special gifts are 
to be presented. 

Two of God's feasts, the Pass­
over and the Days of Unleavened 
Bread, are grouped together in 
the spring. God's third festival, 

The GOOD NEWS September 1983 

Pentecost, occurs in early sum­
mer. The final four festivals -
the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of 
Atonement, the Feast of Taber­
nacles and the Last Great Day -
are observed in the fall . 

(It should be noted that the 
seasons in which the Holy Days 
fall are based on the seasons in 
Palestine. The Holy Days occur 
in different seasons in other parts 
of the world, such as parts of the 
Southern Hemisphere.) 

So the term three times in 
Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 refers to 
these three seasons and includes 
all the feasts. As a matter of con­
venience for the giver, and for 
those who receive and process the 
gifts, God's Church has tradition­
ally collected these offerings on 
the seven high days, or Holy 
Days. 

Don't women contribute? 

The next point we should note 
is that this command is directed 
to men. Notice similar passages 
in Exodus 23: 14-1 7 and Exodus 
34:22-23. Sometimes, because of 
pregnancy or small children, 
women might not be able to trav­
el the distance required for some 
of the festivals. This is not the 
case with the men. 

Normally, of course, the whole 
family is expected to attend, as 
well as the widows and fatherless 
(Deut. .16:14). There is no prohi­
bition against women also pre­
senting a gift, even if widowed, as 
we could conclude from a some­
what similar situation in Mark 
12:42. Women who make offer­
ings are certainly blessed by God. 
Today, for example, circumcision 
is of the heart , not the flesh 
(Rom. 2:29), and all true Chris­
tians, male or female , should 
want to support God's Work how­
ever they can. 

Contribute according to 
God's blessing 

The place that these gifts are to 
be presented is the place that God 
chooses, not where we may 
choose. If we had the opportunity 
to choose, some might remain at 
home or go to some other place, 
rather than assemble with the rest 
of the Church at the assigned fes-

tival site. It is the responsibility 
of the Church leadership, guided 
by God, to determine the place. 

The last point in this passage 
relates to the size of the gift or 
offering. The amount we give 
should be according to the 
amount we have been blessed by 
God. When God blesses someone 
in a special or generous way, the 
person should respond propor­
tionately with a generous offer­
ing. If God has not blessed the 
individual, then God does not 
expect as large an offering. God 
does not expect as much from the 
poor and needy as from those who 
are comparatively well off. 

But remember, after God 
blesses us, He watches to see how 
much we believe He has blessed 
us, by observing the kind of 
appreciation we show in the size 
of our offering. 

There is a related factor · that 
we all must consider - a law of 
nature that is also a spiritual law. 
This law is mentioned several 
times in Scripture: What you sow 
you reap (e.g., II Cor. 9:6). 

If you are a farmer and you do 
not sow a crop, you will not have 
a harvest. If you sow a small 
amount, you will only have a 
small harvest. If you sow bounti­
fully, or of full measure, you will 
reap bountifully. 

A farmer who sows realizes 
that other conditions as well will 
help determine the size and the 
quality of the crop he will reap: 
the quality as well as the quantity 
and type of seed, the weather, the 
soil condition and the presence or 
absence of harmful insects or dis­
ease. God determines the weath­
er, of course - if there will be 
rain and whether it will be in due 
season. 

We see from this that we must 
do the necessary labor such as 
sowing, watering, weeding and 
fertilizing, and then God will give 
the increase as it pleases Him. 

According to our labor 

Notice the spiritual applica­
tions of this process as explained 'G 

in I Corinthians 3:6-8: "I planted, ~ 
Apollos watered, but God gave ~ 
the increase. So then neither he ~ 
who plants is anything, nor he ~ 
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who waters, but God who gives 
the increase. Now he who plants 
and he who waters are one, and 
each one will receive his own 
reward according to his own 
labor." 

Notice that God gives the 
increase to each one "according 
to his own labor." 

Paul used the law of sowing 
and reaping to illustrate to the 
Corinthians that they should be 
generous in giving for the famine­
stricken saints at Jerusalem. You 
will find more details about this 
problem in Acts 11 :27-30, I 
Corinthians 16: 1-4, Romans 
15:25-26 and Acts 24:17. 

The "hilarious" giver 

This principle of giving has to 
do with our relationship with 
others, particularly with brethren 
in God's Church, as well as our 
relationship with God. Paul uses 
two chapters, II Corinthians 8 
and 9, to explain this. 

This giving must be in accord­
ance with our means or as God 
has blessed us. James to"offatt in 
his translation puts this rather 
clearly: "If only one is ready to 
give according to his means, it is 
acceptable; he is not asked to give 
what he has not got" (II Cor. 
8: 12). 

II Corinthians 9:6 is one of sev­
eral scriptures that brings out the 
thrust of this physical and spiritu­
al law: "He who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully." 

Another important aspect 
about giving is the attitude of the 
giver: "So let each one give as he 
purposes in his heart, not grudg­
ingly or of necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver" (verse 7). 

The Greek word for cheerful in 
this verse is defined as "cheerful, 
joyous, prompt to do anything ." 
Some lexicons even use as a syno­
nym the word hilarious. God 
wants us to give joyously and hap­
pily, not grudgingly or just 
because we are required to. 

The end result of giving in a 
right attitude and as God has 
blessed us is described in the next 
verses: "And God is able to make 
all grace abound to you, so that in 
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all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. As it is written: 
'He has scattered abroad his gifts 
to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.' 

"Now he who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness. 
You will be made rich in every 
way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result In 

thanksgiving to God" (verses 8-
11, NIV). 

How do you prepare? 

It seems members of God's 
Church take a wide range of 
approaches in how they view 
Holy Day offerings. Apparently, 
a few have little concern and are 
ill prepared for these scheduled 
gifts. Others really are concerned 
and prepare throughout the year 
for these offerings . Some set 
aside an amount from each pay­
check from which to provide 
Holy Day offerings. 

It has been obvious in recent 
years that God's people are taking 
this responsibility more seriously, 
as the per-person amounts have 
been increasing considerably, far 
above the increases in wages and 
income. 

I would like to make a few 
comments from my point of view 
as treasurer of God's Work. You 
may know that, traditionally, 
there are two financial low points 
for the Work during the year. 
These come just in advance of the 
spring and fall Holy Day seasons. 
In past years it was necessary to 
borrow substantial amounts to 
operate during these periods and 
then pay back the loans from 
Holy Day offerings . Without 
these loans, there would have 
been nothing in the bank to pay 
salaries and routine bills. 

In 1979, the banks would not 
extend any credit to the Church. 
Times were difficult then finan­
cially, but Church members ral­
lied in support, and for the first 
time in many years there was 
enough money so that we did not 
need to borrow during the two 

low points. Since then there has 
always been enough, and we have 
not had to borrow. We have been 
on a cash basis and have not had 
to pay the high interest rates that 
have been charged during this 
time. 

Holy Day offerings 
give financial boost 

During this same time God has 
given us good, but not large, per­
centage increases every year. The 
Work has grown greatly in all 
areas, especially television and 
publishing. 

But we still have low periods . 
They are not as low as they used 
to be, but it would be good if they 
were not as low as they are. 

Each time we reach a low point 
in bank balances, we have a Holy 
Day offering, and then suddenly 
the balances increase considera­
bly. Over the next weeks and 
months, the balances gradually 
dwindle to the next low point and 
then jump again after the next 
Holy Day offering. 

Without the Holy Day offer­
ings, we would not have these 
periodic spurts! It would be more 
difficult to manage the financial 
affairs of the Church. This year, 
almost 14 percent of the income 
in the United States is expected 
to be from Holy Day offerings! 

You should now have a better 
understanding about the need and 
reason for Holy Day offerings 
and why God commanded them 
so long ago. 

In conclusion, let me quote one 
last scripture that should put all 
of this in a better perspective. 
This is a scripture that we ought 
to keep in mind as we prepare for 
the Holy Day offerings during 
this coming festival season: 

"Let him who is taught the 
word share in all good things with 
him who teaches . Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will 
also reap. For he who sows to his 
flesh will of the flesh reap corrup­
tion, but he who sows to the Spir­
it will of the Spirit reap everlast­
ing life. And let us not grow wea­
ry while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not 
lose heart" (Gal. 6:6-9) . 0 
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The Feast of Tabernacles 
Pictures 1Omorrows World 

Prepared by Richard H. Sedliacik 

God ' s seven annual festivals picture the 
steps in His master plan for reproducing 

. Himself through mankind. 
The first three festivals occur during the 

spring . They picture great events leading to 
the first spiritual harvest of Spirit-begotten 
human beings into God's universe-ruling 
Family. 

Recall from previous studies that the 
Passover is a memorial of Christ's sacrifice 
for our sins . The Days of Unleavened Bread 
picture our putting away of sin and our con­
stant need to obey God. Pentecost pictures 
the spiritual begettal of the firstfruits of 
'God ' s plan. 

The last four festivals are kept during the 
fall. They portray tremendous events yet to 
occur in God's plan. We learned that the 
Feast of Trumpets pictures the return of 
Jesus Christ to raise the firstfruits to immor­
tality and to set up God's government on 
earth. And the Day of Atonement pictures 
the deposing, removal and binding of Satan 
for 1,000 years. With Satan's sinful influence 
gone, mankind can then be reconciled -
made at one - with God . 

This brings us to the sixth festival and the 
subject of this study. Let's learn the next 
step in God's master plan of salvation for 
mankind. 

1. What God-ordained festival occurs only 
five days after the Day of Atonement? Lev. 
23:33-34, Deut . 16:13-15. 

2. Does this Feast begin with a holy Sab­
bath or high day on which all ordinary work 
is forbidden, and on which the people were 
to gather before God? Lev. 23:35. Did God 
command that this annual Festival be kept 
forever? Verse 41. 

The Feast of Tabernacles was also called 
the Feast of Ingathering (Ex. 23: 16, 34:22) 
because it began just after the autumn har­
vest was reaped and stored (Lev. 23:39). 

This fall harvest Festival was to be a time 
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of great rejoicing and thanksgiving for God's 
abundant blessings. Today, we understand 
that it pictures the future ingathering of the 
great harvest of Spirit-begotten human 
beings into God's Family during a 1,000-
year period known as the Millennium. Let's 
understand. 

3. Does the annual Feast of Tabernacles 
last for more than one day? Lev. 23:34, 
Deut. 16: 15. 

As we learned in previous studies, God 
used the yearly harvest seasons in the land 
of Palestine to picture the future spiritual 
harvests of mankind into His Family. 

The spring grain harvest is small com­
pared to the great fall harvest. The first 
harvest, represented by a single day - the 
Festival of Pentecost - pictures the rela­
tively small number of people God has 
called into His Church before Christ's return 
when they will be born into God's Family. 

But the Feast of Tabernacles in the fall 
each year lasts a full seven days. This 
shows that God's great fall harvest of man­
kind will take a longer period of time to be 
reaped. People will be born physically , 
called of God and born spiritually into His 
Family all during the thousand years , after 
fulfilliog their life's purpose of growing in 
God ' s character. 

4. Who would decide where the Feast of 
Tabernacles was to be observed? Deut. 
16: 16. 

God chose where His people were to 
keep His Feast. Today, God works through 
the government He has placed in His 
Church. 

God leads those in charge to select 
appropriate Feast sites around the world to 
accommodate the members of His world­
wide Church. These are attended by tens of 
thousands of God's people and their fami­
lies during this great fall Feast. 

5 . What is the divinely set theme for the 
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annual observance of the Feast of Taber­
nacles? Deut. 16: 14-15. 

6. Does God say that good food should 
be eaten to increase one's joy and happi­
ness during this Feast? Deut . 14:26. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a time of 
great rejoicing! For ancient Israel it was a 
time of rejoicing because the abundant win­
ter' s store was taken in just before the 
Feast. But in the Millennium, the happiness, 
joy and prosperity pictured by the Feast of 
Tabernacles will exist worldwide under the 
righteous rule of Jesus Christ. Obedience to 
the laws of God and His way of life will make 
the world tomorrow a literal utopia. 

7. Are God's people to live in booths -­
that is, in temporary dwellings -- during the 
Feast? Lev. 23:40, 42 . 

A tabernacle is a dwelling. God com­
manded the ancient Israelites to live in tem­
porary shelters made of tree branches while 
observing this Feast. For God's people who 
attend the Feast today, a temporarily occu­
pied dwelling such as a tent, camper or 
motel or hotel room would qualify as a 
booth . 

God intends the Feast of Tabernacles to 
separate and free His people from the world. 
Living in temporary dwellings for an ent ire 
week"":"" away from th~ir everyday surround­
ings, jobs and most negative influences -­
God's people enjoy a tiny foretaste of the 
universal freedom, joy and peace that will 
exist in the Millennium, when Satan is gone 
and the Spirit of God is leading all of human­
ity (Joel 2 :28, 32). 

These are days oJ continuous, genuine 
Christian fellowship and just plain good fun . 
Christians at the Feast demonstrate now, by 
the way they live together in harmony, what 
this entire sin-sick, unhappy world will be 
like after Christ returns. 

But just as the Feast of Tabernacles is a 
physical feast filled with rejoicing, it is also 
a spiritual feast of education and prepara­
tion . 

Members of God's Church receive 
instruction from God's ministers through 
inspiring sermons to help them further quali­
fy to rule with Christ during the Millennium. 

8. After Jesus Christ subdues the warring 
nations at His return and establishes God's 
government over the earth, will .the nations 
begin to come to Him for instruction in God's 
way of life? Mic. 4 : 1-2. Will the whole world 

finally come to understand God's way to 
peace, happiness, abundant living and sal­
vation? Isa. 11 :9, Jer. 31 :34. 

Once Satan has been bound and the gov­
ernment of God set up, a 1,OOO-year golden 
age of world peace and prosperity will 
begin . 

It is then that preparations for reaping the 
great spiritual harvest of mankind into God's 
Family will also begin. 

Christ ' s reeducation program for the 
entire world will bring about a new civiliza­
tion based on God's way of life -- His law of 
love -- resulting in great physical and spirit­
ual blessings. 

9. But what will happen to those nations 
that at first refuse to be reeducated to 
God's way? Zech . 14:16-17. And if they still 
won't obey? Verses 18-19. 

Christ will immediately start to reeducate 
the people of the world through His annual 
festivals . 

The world will come to know that God's 
master plan pictures the way to physical 
blessings and spiritual salvation. Those who 
stubbornly refuse to keep the Feast of Tab­
ernacles will suffer from drought and 
plagues until they submit to God. 

10. Is there to be any end to the increase 
of God's government? Isa . 9 :7 . 

World population in the Millennium will 
increase rapidly . Billions will eventually be 
converted. The great autumn harvest of 
human lives will be gathered into the King­
dom of God -- born again as divine mem­
bers of the universe-ruling Family of God. 

By the end of the thousand years , the 
Family will be ready for the final step in 
God ' s master plan. Even greater joy and 
accomplishments lie ahead after the Millen­
nium! The next and final study in this series 
will explain . 0 

EN ROLL IN FREE 
BIBLE COURSE 
The short stud y you've 
just completed is a sample 
of the study method used 
in each mont hl y lesson 
of the newly expanded 
Ambassador College Bible 
Correspondence Course . 
You can enroll in this free 
course by writing to the 
Good News office nea rest 
you. See inside fro nt cover 
for addresses. 
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What Kind of Image 
Do You Reflect? 

We need to see through and reject 
false images of ourselves and reflect the 

true spiritual image God wants us to have. 

M any fair­
grounds fea­
ture a "hall 

of mirrors" - a 
building containing 
vanous configura­
tions of mirrors that 
reflect distorted 
Images. 

Your face can be­
come fat or thin, your 
body elongated or 
squat, depending on the 
type of looking glass 
you vIew. 

However, when you 
use a mirror at home, you 
expect to see a faithful 
reproduction of yourseif. 

But does your outward 
appearance reflect a true 
picture of you? Could 
there be, lurking in your 
life, a person you don ' t 
truly see? 

When we as Christians 
spiritually reflect on our­
selves, is what we see really us? 
Or is it rather just an image we 
have created of ourselves - an 
image, which we also project to 
others, that gives both us and 
them a distorted view of our 
Christian condition? 

Only an outward show 

The Pharisees of Jesus ' day 
presented a distorted picture of 
their own righteousness. They 
thought they were pretty good 
people, and often it appeared that 

The GOOD NEWS September 1983 

By Philip Stevens 

they were. But Jesus saw through 
the facade and condemned them: 

"Also He spoke this parable to 
some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and 
despised others: 'Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax col­
lector. The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, "God, I 
thank You that I am not like 
other men - extortioners, un­
just, adulterers, or even as this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; 

give tithes of all that I 
possess" '" (Luke 18 :9-
12) . 

Here was a representa­
tive of a group who 
trusted in their own 
actions to prove their 
righteousness. They felt 
that the outward show of 
physical observances , 
such as fasting or the 
careful calculation of 
tithes, was enough. 

Jesus Christ, though, 
knew otherwise: "Woe to 
you, scribes and Phari­
sees, hypocrites! For you 
are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed ap­
pear beautiful outwardly, 
but inside are full of dead 
men's bones and all 
uncleanness. Even so you 
also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but 
inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawless­
ness" (Matt. 23:27-28). 

Yes, the Pharisees had 
a certain aura of religiosity, but 
Christ was able to look beyond 
this and see their inward 
thoughts. What He saw showed 
that the two did not match. 

What we must individually ask 
ourselves is: Do my outward 
actions reflect the true feelings 
that are within me? Or am I 
deceiving myself as well as others 15 

about the real me? ~ 

Leaves or fruit? 

Consider the biblical episode of £ 
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the fig tree: "Now the next day, 
when they had come out from 
Bethany, He [Jesus] was hungry. 
And seeing from afar a fig tree 
having leaves, He went to see if 
perhaps He would find something 
on it. And when He came to it, 
He found nothing but leaves, for 
it was not the season for figs . In 
response Jesus said to it, ' Let no 
one eat fruit from you ever 
again'" (Mark 11:12-14). 

glass to penetrate the deceptive 
images we set up of ourselves. 

We read about this extraordi­
nary mirror in the book of James: 
"Whoever listens to the word but 
does not put it into practice is like 
a man who looks in a mirror and 
sees himself as he is. He takes a 
good look at himself and then 
goes away and at once forgets 
what he looks like. But whoever 
looks closely into the perfect law 
that sets people free, who keeps 
on paying attention to it and does 
not simply listen and then forget 
it, but puts it into practice - that 

miah realized this truth : "0 
Lord, I know the way of man is 
not in himself; it is not in man 
who walks to direct his own 
steps" (Jer. 10:23) . 

Even though mankind can 
come up with seemingly plausible 
ways to live, unless the overall 
direction is based on God's Word, 
then failure is certain (Prov . 
14:12). 

Of course, the carnal mind 
does not realize that. But, as 
Christians, we know better. Yet 
how many times do we find our­
selves saying, "Now here's the 

The physical evidence of leaves 
on this fig tree indicated that 
fruit should have been develop­
ing . But Christ supernaturally 
discerned that the tree, 
perhaps diseased, was in­
capable of bearing fruit. Our minds, deceptive as they 

are, can easily cause us to 
think we are bearing 

spiritual fruit when all we 
have is an external 

adornment - an acceptable 
outward appearance that 

can even deceive 
others at first glance. 

The tree had failed to ful­
fill its purpose and was of 
no further use. So Christ 
cursed it. On the return 
journey, Christ's disciples 
noticed that the tree had 
withered and died (verse 
20). 

This incident clearly 
illustrates that, although 
we may have the outward 
signs of being Christians 
- attending church ser-
vices, paying tithes, keep-
ing the Holy Days - it is 

way I look at thus and 
such," and giving a point of 
view that could not be sub­
stantiated from God's 
teachings ? 

In I Samuel 13 we see 
how Saul used his own 
human reasoning, in spite 
of having received some 
clear instructions from one 
of God's servants. Earlier , 
Samuel told the king, 
"You shall go down before 
me to Gilgal; and surely I 
will come down to you to 
offer burnt offerings and 
make sacrifices of peace 
offerings. Seven days you 
shall wait, till I come to 
you and show you what you 

the fruit or attitude behind 
such observances - con­
version, deep spiritual growth -
that is the real criteria. 

After all, tithing , the Holy 
Days and even the Ten Com­
mandments were given to a phys­
ical nation , Israel , to observe. 
Outward obedience was, basical­
ly, all that was required for Israel, 
since they had no promise of the 
Holy Spirit to enable them to ful­
fill the spiritual aspects of God's 
law . 

Our spiritual mirror 

Our minds, deceptive as they 
are, can easily cause us to think 
we are bearing spiritual fruit 
when all we have is an external 
adornment - superficial leaves 
of an acceptable outward appear­
ance - an appearance that can 
even deceive others at first 
glance. 

But it takes a spiritually objec­
tive look to reveal the real self. 
And it also takes a special looking 
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person will be blessed by God in 
what he does" (las . 1:23-25, 
Good News Bible) . 

The Bible is that special mir­
ror. In addition to telling us about 
the observance of God's law, the 
Bible also reveals how our minds, 
with their deceiving nature, are 
inclined. 

So with the aid of God's mirror 
let us examine three aspects of 
the human makeup. And while 
doing so, let us ask ourselves how 
far we have come in overcoming 
the carnal , natural proclivities 
that the Bible shows are wrong -
how much we are masking our 
real selves from ourselves and 
others. 

Inclined to self-justification 

First , we .have to appreciate 
that, by ourselves, we do not 
know the right way to conduct 
our lives. 

Long ago, the prophet Jere-

should do" (I Sam. 10:8). 
But Saul became impatient and 

decided to rely on his own think­
ing: " So Saul said, 'Bring a burnt 
offering and peace offerings here 
to me.' And he offered the burnt 
offering" (I Sam. 13:9). Saul 
knew it was wrong for him to 
offer the sacrifices, yet he went 
ahead and reasoned that it would 
be acceptable on this occasion. 

Because of Saul's disobedience, 
Samuel told the monarch that the 
kingdom would be removed from 
his family (verses 13-14). What 
tragic consequences resulted from 
relying on the human mind when 
God's instructions were explicit! 

Inclined to evil nature 

The second point, which is 
closely related to the first, is that 
we have to admit that we are, by 
nature, inclined to do evil. 

Jeremiah also recognized this 
problem that man has: "The heart 
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is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked; who can 
know it?" (Jer. 17:9). Isaiah was 
moved to record similar senti­
ments: "But we are all like an 
unclean thing, and all our righ­
teousnesses are like filthy rags; 
we all fade as a leaf, and our iniq­
uities, like the wind, have taken 
us away" (Isa. 64:6). Paul, too, 
saw this evil direction in his life 
(Rom. 7:18). 

The question is: Do we? 
It is easy to read these state­

ments and agree with their intent. 
But a Christian's reaction must 
go beyond casual agree-
ment. 

Job failed to see the real Job. 
He did not appreciate that his 
mind was set on how good he was 
and on how to continue to appear 
good - the way of self-righteous­
ness. 

The Bible shows that God 
allowed many severe trials to 
befall Job. Yet, several times dur­
ing the agony of his trials, Job 
insisted, "I am righteous" (Job 
34:5) and "I am pure, without 
transgression; I am innocent, and 
there is no iniquity in me" (Job 
33:9). 

What's more, in the dialogue 

physical observance of God's law 
beyond reproach, our actions are 
nothing compared with the per­
fectness of God. 

Some who have low self-esteem 
compare themselves negatively 
with other people, while "self­
made" types often compare them­
selves with those who have 
achieved less, making themselves 
feel superior. But both compari­
sons - comparing "up" and 
comparing "down" - are 
wrong. 

God says we shouldn't compare 
ourselves with any other human 

(II Cor. 10:12), but with 
God alone. 

There has to be a gen­
uine understanding of the 
extent to which these 
truths disintegrate the 
images we too easily erect 
and, not always unwilling­
ly, display. We must desire 
to see ourselves as we real­
ly are and to let God make 
us into what we should 
be. 

Earlier we read of the 
Pharisee who uttered a 
self-righteous prayer in the 
Temple. But also in the 
Temple was a tax collector. 

We can only overcome the 
deceptive traits in our 

nature through desiring to 
really see ourselves, asking 

God to open our eyes 
spiritually and then, by 

looking into God's spiritual 
mirror, finding the true 
image we should reflect. 

Take on God's image 

Having considered these 
three areas of human 
weakness, you should now 
be able to get a clearer pic­
ture of the real you - the 
you that God sees - the 
real you that may have nat­
ural failings, but who is, it 
is to be hoped, overcoming 
the problems. 

Seeing our real selves 
and our flaws need not be 
discouraging, though. It 
should act as a spur to 
make us try harder to over­
come and achieve the goal 

This tax collector better 
recognized the true nature 
within the human mind. He 
prayed, "God be merciful to me a 
sinner!" (Luke 18: 13). 

Being able to admit that we 
both do wrong and are wrong is 
difficult. Yet it is essential if we 
are to succeed in unmasking the 
real people lurking inside us. 

Inclined to compare 

Thousands of years ago, a man 
named Job was deeply concerned 
about his public image. He was 
one of the wealthiest people of his 
day, which gave him a high public 
profile, and he was meticulous in 
his observance of the physical 
aspects of God's law. Even God 
said Job's performance in this lat­
ter area was perfect (Job 1:8). 

And, no doubt, from time to 
time Job's righteousness made 
him think how unique he was -
in a different class than anyone 
else. And that was his potentially 
fatal (perhaps only!) mistake. 
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that occupies most of the book of 
Job, the paragon's three friends 
could not point to the fact that 
Job's problem was spiritual in 
nature. That's because it is simply 
beyond the range of the natural 
mind to grasp that truth. 

However, after some powerful 
words from Elihu and some irre­
futable arguments from God 
Himself, Job eventually got the 
picture. 

He finally came to see how 
inconsequential his actions were, 
compared not with man but with 
the true yardstick - the great 
God (Job 42:2). 

And that's the same conclusion 
we must arrive at. The third 
aspect of our analysis, comparing, 
is something we too often do 
between ourselves, when we 
should be comparing ourselves 
with God. 

Although our achievements 
may be considerable and our 

God has for us - perfection 
(Matt. 5:48). 

Only by recognizing such pro­
clivities can we begin to develop 
the character that God desires in 
His children. And we can only see 
and overcome these deceptive 
traits in our nature through desir­
ing to really see ourselves, asking 
God to open our eyes spiritually 
and then, by looking into God's 
spiritual mirror, finding out what 
is the true image we should be 
reflecting. 

It is to be hoped, of course, 
that as we look into that mirror 
and compare ourselves with the 
image we see in it, we will see less 
and less of our old selves in our 
conduct. 

Eventually we will completely 
lose our hall-of-mirrors distor­
tions and reflect the perfect mir­
ror image of God. 

The image that will one day 
become reality. 0 
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rr-'hiS year marks the 50th anniversary of the Philadelphia era 
..1.. :;f God's one true Church. 1983 is, in the words of Pastor 

General Herbert W. Armstrong, our ''jubilee year." 
Throughout the years God's Church has faithfully kept God's annual 

festivals, including the Feast of Tabernacles. 
7 his will actually be Mr. Armstrong's 57th Feast of Tabernacles. He and his wife 

Loma observed the annual Holy Days alone beginning in 1927. The Philadelphia era 

When Mr. Armstrong proclaimed 
God's Holy Oays to the Sardis era 
of God's Church (Rev. 3. 1·6), they 

. laughed him to scorn Above, the 
Armstrongs during the 1920s. Right, 

Belknap Springs, Ore., an early 
festival site; God 's Church first 

met here in 1945. Below, the 
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Ambassador College student 
body at Belknap Springs in 1950. 

Big Sandy, Tex. , is the oldest festival site 
in use today; the first Feast was held here in 

1953. God's Church quickly outgrew the 
Redwood BUilding (right, pictured during the 

1950s); a permanent convention complex was 
constructed In 1969. Camping at Big Sandy 

(inset) is popular with feastgoers there. 

of God's Church (Rev. 3:7-13), which began in the autumn of 
1933, began keeping the Feast of Tabernacles in 1934. 

From the smallest of beginnings, with just a few brethren 
meeting at one site in Oregon, the annual Feast of Tabernacles has 
become the largest convention on earth, attended by more than 
100,000 people at more than 80 sites around the world. 

Here , in pictures, we trace the 
development of Feast keeping in 

God's Philadelphia Church during 
the past 50 years. 



The Feast of Tabernacles has grown 
to be the largest convention on earth. 

Counterclockwise from below: Squaw Valley, 
California's Blythe Arena, built for the 1960 

Winter Olympics and used thereafter for festival 
services; Bricket Wood, England, in 1960; Jekyll 

Island, Ga., in 1971; and Mr. Armstrong 
broadcasting, by way of microwave and satellite 

hookup, a festival message to all US. and 
several overseas sites from Pasadena in 

1982. The Feast features spiritual instruction, 
fellowship and recreation for God's people. 
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Here's how to 
rejoice, physically 
and spiritually, at the 
1983 Feast of Tabernacles. 

By David C Pack 
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Malaysian brethren perform 
a harvest dance. 

ood evenIng, 
everyone, and 
welcome to 

Feast of Taber-

"It's time to begin the song 
service, so would you all please 
take up your hymnals and 
rise?" 

With words like those from 
song leaders, the 1983 Feast of 
Tabernacles will begin for God's 
people at more than 80 sites in 46 
countries around the world -
Pasadena, Calif; Eastbourne, En­
gland; Baguio City, Philippines; 
Rotorua, New Zealand; Melgar, 
Colombia; Jerusalem, Israel; Ko­
galia, Sri Lanka; and Naro Moru, 
Kenya; to name only a few. 

When that moment comes and 
the Feast begins, will you be 
ready for it? 

I have a confession to make. 
There have been times I was 
ready and there have been times 1 
knew I was not ready to appre­
ciate the meaning of what the 
above words really signaled. 

The Feast is an exciting time. 
It can be so exciting, rewarding 
and fun filled that some few of 
God's people approach it riding 
on emotional energy alone. They 
have no real plan to be sure the 
Feast is a success, so they can 
honestly say, "That was the best 
Feast ever." 

The one year I could not sin­
cerely say that taught me a les­
son . It made me determine to not 
let it happen again - to not again 
leave with a sick feeling in my 
stomach - to not again have to ~ 
repent of missing some of the les" ~ 
sons 1 knew I was there to c3 
rehearse and learn. ~ 

How, then, can you avoid such ~ 
a situation - how can you make ~ 
the most of the Feast? Can you ~ 
really be properly up for the ~ 
Feast, mentally and spiritually, if ~ 
you're reading this article just a ll 
few days before you leave? Is that ~ 
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enough time to get ready? I think 
so, but only if you have a plan 
and, more important, are deter­
mined, no matter what, to use 
that plan . 

Here , then, is a plan. It 
includes information in four cate­
gories, with three points in each 
category: things you should not 
do at the Feast, things you should 
do, attitudes you must not have at 
the Feast and attitudes you 
should have while there. 

I f you will incorporate this 
information into your keeping of 
the 1983 Feast of Tabernacles, 
you will truly be able to say that 
this is your "best Feast ever"! 

Things you should not do 

• Don't try to do everything .. 
This is a common mistake, 

because everything at the Feast 
looks like fun! 

After all, there are services 
(which , of course, are com­
manded assemblies) and Bible 
studies. Most sites are loaded 
with good restaurants of all 
sorts. 

Then there are special dinners, 
dances, choir banquets and prac­
tices , youth activities , singles 
gatheri ngs and sen ior citizens 
activities. 

And what about golfing, bowl­
ing, fishing, softball, bicycling, 
basketball, volleyball and horse­
back riding? Or amusement 
parks, historical sights and other 
sight-seeing, chess tournaments, 
family day, reunions and more? 

Truly, there is something for 
everyone. Nobody can do it all. 
Nobody should feel that God 
expects it. God expects you to 
make wise, balanced decisions 
based on the feelings of your 
whole family. 

Pick things that will be both 
enjoyable and present opportuni­
ties to learn. Don't try to put 
extra hours into a day - it can't 
be done. At some point you or 
someone else in your family will 
not be able to keep up and you'll 
burn out by the end of the 
Feast. 

• Don't spend your second tithe 
without a planned budget. 

God commands us: "You shall 
truly tithe all the increase of your 
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grain that the field produces year 
by year. And you shall eat before 
the Lord your God, in the place 
where He chooses to make His 
name abide, the tithe . .. And 
you shall spend that money for 
whatever your heart desires: for 
oxen or sheep, for wine or similar 
drink, for whatever 
your heart desi res; 
you shall eat there 
before the Lord your 
God, and you shall 
rejoice, you and 
your household" 
(Deut. 14:22-23, 
26). 

No matter how much God's 
people are cautioned, some still 
come, broke, to the business 
office before the Feast is over, in 
need of help to even get home. 
For some this can happen even as 
early as the second or third day. 
I've seen it. 

This is a posi­
tive command, not 
a negative one. It 
says, "You shall 
truly tithe ... 
you shall eat 
... you shall 
spend . .. you 
shall rejoice." QUiet tlin 

It is always a 
happy realiza­
tion for those 

es With Dad 
011 the lak e. 

who have not previously under­
stood the doctrine of second tithe 
that God wants them to use the 
second tithe for themselves. God 
commands us to save it, but then 
commands that we spend it all to 
keep the Feasts. 

(Of course, the tithe of the 
tithe must be sent to headquar­
ters in Pasadena to pay for hall 
rentals and the Church's other 
Festival-related expenses.) 

However, when someone has 
1 0 percent of his gross income for 
the entire year to spend in eight 
to 1 0 days, the effect can be 
intoxicating. It can even leave the 
person feeling that the second 
tithe could not possibly run out 
too early. 

To ensure that doesn't happen, 
sit down before the Feast of 
Trumpets, the first festival dur­
ing this season of the year, and 
carefully prepare a budget. Be 
flexible, but be sure to include all 
of the following items: gasoline 
and road tolls, food, lodging, 
recreation, gifts for the children, 
alcohol and wine (God's com­
mand includes strong drink) and 
miscellaneous expenses, including 
an emergency fund . 

Better planning can help you 
avoid this disappointing and 
embarrassing experience. Don't 
be one of the few who might have 
to go home early. Periodically 
review what's left and you'll feel 
in better control when unforeseen 
expenses anse. 

• Don 't get sick - watch your 
health. 

The time to start watching 
your health is long before the 
Feast begins. Don't burn the mid­
night oil preparing for the Feast 
only to arrive eager and prepared 
but exhausted and irritated from 
the long trip and prone to getting 
a cold or other common malady. 

God's wish is that "you may 
prosper in all things and be in 
health, just as your soul prospers" 
(III John 2) . That means He 
wants us as healthy physically as 
we are spiritually. To God, sick­
ness is unnecessary, not some­
thing we should be willing to live 
with as normal or acceptable. The 
Feast pictures a world free of dis­
ease and crippling injuries. 

Unfortunately, some people 
have actually spent the entire 
Festival in a motel room, sick. 
Ministers on anointing duty regu-
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larly see this or lesser situations. 
Proverbs 13: 12, "Hope deferred 
makes the heart sick," is so true 
for these people. All hopes, 
dreams and well-laid plans can be 
smashed. 

People at colder Feast sites 
need warm clothing. Everybody 
needs enough sleep, a little exer­
cise and a sensible diet. The com­
mand in Deuteronomy does not 
mean that you should stuff down 
a whole steak every day, even 
after steak doesn't taste as good 
anymore. 

Running for 
fun in the 

Also, think of this: If your chil­
dren get sick, it might as well be 
you, because one or the other par­
ent will have to miss services to 
be with them at the accommoda­
tions. So be sure to watch their 
health, as well. 

Things you should do 

• Fellowship all you can. 
In the Millennium, the world 

will be free of all the barriers that 
divide people today. There will be 
only one religion, one govern­
ment, one form of education. 
Race, nationality and sex won't 
be barriers, because, throughout 
the world, we'll all be one. The 
problems of old age and disease 
will disappear. 

Therefore, if we at every Feast 
site are typifying this coming 
world tomorrow, we should want 
to take advantage of the only time 
of the year when we are gathered 
by the thousands as people who 
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think, believe, live, talk about, 
understand and suffer the same 
things. 

I get nostalgic just thinking 
about the closing service, after 
which old friends return to their 
far-flung homes and it's all over 
for another year. One year I was 
on crutches, nursing a painful, 
injured foot. I remember that 
pain was nothing compared to the 
pain of being unable to move 
among the brethren and just talk 
with people. 

It's even worth noting here that 
you should especially look 
for the infirm, elderly and 
those in wheelchairs be­
cause, as I can tell you 
from experience, many 
do wait anxiously for 
others to come to them 
to converse. 

Look for people who 
aren't smiling, look 
alone or lonely or are 
perhaps new in the 
Church . Include 
them when and 
where you can . 
Think of those who 
are dependent on 
others for transpor­
tation and offer to 
help. 

• Serve at least 
once and help at least one per­
son. 

Some years ago a U.S . televi­
sion commercial for potato chips 
used the slogan "Bet you can't eat 
just one." The advertiser dared 
people to try his product, hoping 
that once they did, the snack's 
merits would speak for them­
selves. 

Sit down and determine where 
and when, within your means, 
you can serve in various ways at 
the Feast. Could you help with 
parking, the choir, ushering? 
How about first aid, transporta­
tion, cleaning? Possibly recrea­
tion, motel monitoring, informa­
tion or security? If you're not 
sure, ask God to guide you to 
where He can use you best. Then 
watch the blessings flow . 

It's only logical: There's no 
way that several hundred - or 
several thousand - can meet in 
one place for a week without a lot 

of people working a lot of hours 
to make the affair a success. 

• Stay close to God. 
Remember Christ's words? 

"Man shall not live by bread [or 
oxen or liquor!] alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God" (Matt. 4 :4). 

Sometimes Feastgoers can be 
fooled by the exhilaration of this 
special time of year. Certainly, 
the Feast is not normally a time 
for fasting, but you should not 
forget to pray, study your Bible 
and meditate. 

A full physical schedule does 
not equal a spiritually full mind. 
Any who have tried this experi­
ment know how true that state­
ment is. 

There is a great temptation to 
let faithful prayer and study hab­
its slip at the Feast because, after 
all, you're hearing all those 
inspiring messages and your Bible 
is open on your lap, you're sing­
ing from the Psalms and you ' re 
involved in inspiring conversa­
tions you may not often have 
throughou t the year. 

All these aspects of the Feast 
are wonderful and special and 
right, but they are fully effective 
only when you partake of them in 
conjunction with the same foun­
dation you use in January or June 
- regular, proper prayer, Bible 
study and meditation. 

Sexual immorality, drunken­
ness, demonic influences (demons 
love to disrupt the Feast, because 
they know this time pictures the 
Millennium, when they, with 
Satan, will be bound and totally 
excluded) and hostile, irritated 
attitudes are potential problems. 

James wrote, "Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to 
you" (Jas. 4:8). Plan to have no 
regrets in this area! 

Attitudes you must not have ~ 
• Physical circumstances can ~ 

'" affect the success of a spiritual ~ 
<i' 

Feast . 11 
All the initial statements in ~ 

this category - statements like ~ 
the one above - are false . If you ~ 
allow yourself to believe them, ~ 
you'll prevent yourself from hav- t 
ing your best Feast ever. 1l 

Paul wrote in Philippians 4: 11- ~ 
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12: "Not that I speak in regard to 
need, for I have learned in what­
ever state I am, to be content: I 
know how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned 
both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer 
need." 

Have you found yourself hav­
ing to repeat these words to your­
self at a frustrating moment dur­
ing a Feast? Many - indeed, 
most - have had to swallow hard 
on occasions at the Feast because 
things did not go as planned. All 
of us have stories to tell . 

At Wisconsin Dells, Wis., one 
year my wife and I (and one 
baby!) had to sleep on an old bed 
that was at least a foot short for 
me (I'm 6'7"). The only solution 
for me was to sleep with my feet 
up in the air on a pillow propped 
against the wooden headboard. 
That was frustrating - even if 
only you taller men can appre­
ciate it! 

Don't let slow restaurant ser­
vice, bad traffic, heavy rains, 
heat, flat tires, poor seats, less­
than-perfect accommodations, 
bad directions or anyone of 
hundreds of other potential prob­
lems affect what is really a spirit­
ual Feast. How can they, really? 
They're all physical circum­
stances. 

If your circumstances cause 
you to "suffer need," be content 
and thank God you're even there. 
If your circumstances cause you 
to "abound," don't let prosperity 
turn your head, either. Be sure to 
keep the right perspective. 

• Thousands of people can live 
together for eight days in perfect 
harmony. 

It's just not possible while 
we're still in the flesh! We're 
going to make mistakes in our 
dealings with others. Even though 
it's God's Feast, human nature 
will be present. 

Look at your family for a 
moment. Do you all love each 
other? Of course! Do you get 
along pretty well on the whole? 
Probably! Do you enjoy doing 
things together? No doubt! Do 
you all know each other well? 
Certainly! 
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All right, now think: Have you 
had at least one little irritation of 
one kind or another in the last 
eight days? The answer surely is 
yes. And your family may repre­
sent only three, four or five or so 
people. 

Well, suppose your family had 
thousands of members - many 
you didn't know well or even 
know at all. All kinds of problems 
could occur and no one, really, 
would be at fault. Time and 
chance would be bound to cause a 
problem sooner or later, even if 
nothing else did. The point is this: 
If "three is a crowd," what is 
5,000? 

When traffic problems, 
jammed restrooms, crowded 
dances, parking inconveniences, 
mis unders tand i ngs 
and other problems 
(possibly because of 
someone else's . mo­
mentary thought­
lessness) occur, take 
them in stride. Da­
vid wrote in Psalm 
119:165, "Great 
peace have those 
who love Your 
[God's] law 
[God's way of 
life and all it rep­
resents], and 
nothing causes 
them to stum­

speaker arrived and gave a new 
message, different from what 
they'd always heard before. 

Because they weren't ready for 
this new message, the Jews 
rejected it and tried to kill Christ 
for it! They missed the opportuni­
ty to learn more than they had 
learned in 30, 40 or more pre­
vious Feasts put together. 

They weren't expectant, hope­
ful, eager, mentally prepared for 
a spiritual banquet. If they had 
been, maybe history, on that day 
at least, would have been differ­
ent. Perhaps some could have lat­
er been called into the Church, 
thus changing their lives, because 
of the attitude they could have 
brought to the Feast. 

After you hear the messages at 

ble." 
• You've al­

ready heard 

Sermons h 
aVe so ' methlnD" r. 

what will be 
said in the sermons. 

This point is especially for 
"spiritual old-timers" - those 
who have been in God's Church 
for several years. 

If you think about previous 
Feasts you've kept, you'll no 
doubt remember some of the 
most outstanding messages 
you've heard. I know that's how I 
feel. Specific messages come 
clearly to mind, with some of the 
details still intact. 

When the Jews kept the Feast 
in Jerusalem, as they'd done all 
their lives (John 7), they had no 
reason to expect anything unusu­
al, either in what took place or 
what was said. 

But during the Feast a new 

<'> JOr all 

this Feast, discuss them, pray 
about them, cement them into 
your mind. Even thank God for 
the repetition of old principles, 
because He knows which points 
need special emphasis. Don't 
assume you know everything. 

Attitudes you must have 

• Appreciate that you know the 
meaning of the Feast. 

Sad to say, some people who 
once knew what you now know 
about the plan of God are not 
with us any longer. 

God's plan, we know, is pic­
tured in God's Holy Days each 
year. Some were willing to trade 
this treasure of understanding for 
the chance to rejoin this Satan-
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deceived world (Rev. 12:9). After 
people stop keeping God's law, 
they eventually lose most or even 
all of the understanding God once 
gave them (Ps. Ill: 10) . 

Here's a case in point: When 
Jeroboam led the northern tribes 
into rebellion, splitting Israel into 
two nations, he shifted the feasts 
to the eighth month, instead of 
the seventh as God commanded 
(I Kings 12). Eventually Israel 
stopped keeping the feasts alto­
gether, because God wasn't bless­
ing their disobedience. 

The result: Without the sign of 
God's Sabbaths, including weekly 
Sabbaths, Israel lost sight of the 
true God and later lost their own 
identity. The impact was so far­
reaching that the 10 lost tribes 
are still lost to the world today. 

We not only have had God's 
Feasts revealed to us, but we 
know why we keep them. The 
knowledge that God's govern­
ment will one day rule the whole 
world and bring to everyone 

This is because so many people 
who have God's Spirit will be 
gathered together b y the 
hundreds or thousands. 

And this example of God's 
Spirit will, as it always does, have 
an effect on the employees at res­
taurants, motels and other places 
of business that we patronize. 
Our attitude is often reciprocated 
by these people. The combined 
effect is uplifting and unlike the 
joy we feel at any other time. 

Christ expressed to His disci­
ples His desire that "My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy 
may be full" (John 15 :11). How 
much joy are you leaving with 
others? Much? Some? Very lit­
tle? None? It is to be hoped that 
it will at least be "some," and 
because of the inspiration we 
should all feel, we should be able 
to increase it to the "much" cate­
gory with only a little effort. 

Make your conversations and 
even your facial expressions 
uplifting and encouraging. Prac­

tice God's way of giving 
and sharing what you 
have, whether it's little or 
much, with others. 

No matter how shy 
you are, it's wonderful 
when someone warmly 
greets and engages 
your interest and con­
versation . Your own 
feelings tell you that. 

The golden rule of 

S 
. Lanka. . n 

sea 1» 

doing to others what 
you would have 
them do to you 
(Matt. 7:12) tells 
you, then, that 
turnabout is fair 
play. Try it - and 

peace, happiness and all the good 
things anyone could want is pre­
cious. It's special, privileged 
knowledge given to you and me. 
We should never treat it lightly. 
That way we'll never lose it. 

• Spread joy at the Feast. 
One of the things that's most 

exciting about the Feast is that, 
during this Festival, we'll see 
more of the fruits of God's Holy 
Spirit displayed, probably, than 
we' ll see all the rest of the year. 
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you'll like it. 
• Learn and 

take with you the fear of God. 
Deuteronomy 14:23 says that 

while we attend the Feast, spend 
our festival tithe and rejoice, we 
are to be learning to fear God. 

Every fear that people have is 
learned. Fear of dogs, cats, 
snakes, open, closed or high 
places, thunder, the number 13 or 
any other fear is either acquired 
slowly, perhaps over years, or 
suddenly because of some trau­
matic event that can inbreed a 

fear through quick and wrong 
association. 

Many of these fears are hard to 
unlearn and can even seem nearly 
impossible to overcome if they 
are deep-seated. 

So it is with the fear of God -
the deep awe, respect and rever­
ence we should feel for our Cre­
ator, and the absolute unwilling­
ness we should have to disobey 
Him. We're not born with it. 
Like any other fear, we must at 
some point learn it. The deeper 
we learn it, the harder it is to lose 
it and, of course, with this kind of 
fear, that's good. 

Many scriptures admonish us 
to learn and choose the fear of 
God, and it can be learned all 
year around. However, the only 
specific reference to learning it at 
one particular time of year refers 
to the Feast of Tabernacles. What 
does this have to do with a time of 
great rejoicing? 

As we see the way of God 
working in harmony in peace and 
happiness, when so many are 
together obeying God, it puts us 
in awe and deep respect of the 
mind of God and how beautifully 
His whole plan has been put 
together. No other time of year 
pictures His plan working so well 
on a large scale. 

Practice these points 

I can't count the number of 
times I have heard or read an 
important spiritual message and 
resolved to use and practice that 
information, only to procrastinate 
and allow other things to crowd 
in, or to recall later that I had 
forgotten it altogether and lost 
the impetus I felt when I first 
realized its importance. 

Will the 12 points in these four 
categories go the way of all 
unused sermon notes? Will they 
go the way of all forgotten mes­
sages? Or will they be thought 
about, prayed over, acted upon 
and benefited from? ~ 

Promise yourself right now ;1! 
that you'll review and meditate on ~ 
these principles so you'll be ready ~ 
to really practice them at this £ 
year's Feast of Tabernacles. The ~ 
chance to do so will be gone ~ 
before you know it! 0 ~ 
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IDEAS YOU CAN USE 

TIPS FOR THE 
TRAVELER 

Going to the Feast is, 
in one respect, like 
most other endeavors: 

The better you plan, the 
better you will enjoy it 
when it actually comes! 

But how do you prepare 
properly? Let's take it one 
step at a time . 

• Check the Feast site 
out. In order to know 
what to do or see when 
you arrive, some 
homework is necessary. 

Go to the library and 
borrow some books or see 
some films or slides about 
your destination. If you 
know a little about the 
history, the geography and 
the people and their 
customs, it will be easier 
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to fit in comfortably. 
Checking the travel 
sections of newspapers and 
magazines for ideas and 
information is helpful, as 
are guidebooks. Write an 
embassy, consulate, tourist 
office or chamber of 
commerce. The sources 
are plentiful. 

• Talk to people. The 
most important resource 
for planning your trip is 
people. Go to those who 
have traveled to or, better 
yet, have lived in the area 
you plan to visit. Don't 
forget your pencil and 
paper - you won't want 
to forget their helpful 
suggestions . They can tell 
you where to go, what to 
see, the names of the best 
restaurants in town. 

You may even end up 
with a tour guide or a 
friend or relative of a 
former resident who can 
show you around. 

• Watch your health. 
When you finally arrive at 
your destination, the last 
thing you will want is to 
become sick. 

It is vital to be well 
rested before you travel to 
enjoy your trip when you 
get there. A well~balanced 
diet will help you to be in 
tip-top condition for God's 
Festival. 

• Avoid jet 
lag. If you're 
planning to 

" fly the friendly skies," as 
one airline slogan puts it, 
you may have to contend 
with the not-so-friendly 

effects of jet lag. And the 
problem of jet lag can be 
compounded by 
dehydration, the result of 
hours of breathing the dry 
air produced by aircraft 
air-conditioning systems. 

To lessen the problem, 
some suggest drinking at 
least eight ounces of 
liquid for each hour in 
flight and drinking little 
or no alcohol. 

Try not to make any 
plans for the day of your 
arrival. Just rest and allow 
your body to recuperate 
from your journey and 
begin to adjust to a new 
time schedule. 

• Use traveler's checks. 
Traveler's checks are the 
safest way to keep money 

when you're on 
the road. They 
can be cashed in 
banks and some 
hotels anywhere 
in the world, and 
if you lose them, 
they can be 
replaced quickly 

and without too 
much trouble. 

It's a good idea, of 
course, to carry with you 

a small amount of the 
currency of the country 
you will be visiting; you 
will need this for tips and 

taxis when you first 
arrive. 

• Make a budget. It's 
no fun to find yourself 
short of cash when 
something important 
comes up. Know how 
much festival tithe you 
have and budget how 
much you will need for 
each major expense -
transportation, food , 
lodging, entertainment, 
miscellaneous. 

By setting aside 10 
percent for unexpected 
situations, you will be able 
to budget the remainder 
with confidence. If you 
don't have a lot of money, 
try to share costs with a 
friend . 

• Help yourself 
remember this Feast. 
Record your activities and 
thoughts in a journal, or 
get a map and trace the 
routes you've taken and 
the places you've been. 

Some brethren like to 
collect literature from the 
site so they can share it 
with those who' ll be 
thinking of attending the 
site in the future. 

There are countless 
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other collectibles to help 
you remember this Feast. 
Postcards are great, 
especially if you put them 
into a scrapbook (don't 
forget to send some to the 
folks back home, too) . 
Flags, patches and local 
specialty crafts are good. 
Photographs can remind 
you of the faces that made 
this Feast special. - By 
Debbie Burbach 0 

PACK LIKE 
A PRO 

Xeasoned traveler once 
said: "There are three 
rules for successful 

packing. Travel light. 
Travel light. And travel 
light." 

On the other hand, if 
you 've ever been caught in 
the rain without an 
umbrella, you know how 
uncomfortable it fee ls to 
be without an item just 
when you need it most. 

So how do you decide 
what to take to the Feast 
and what to leave at 
home? It's simple, once 
you know a few basic 
pri nci pies. 

The main factors to 
consider when packing for 
the Feast are where you 
are going, how long you 
will stay and where you 
will stop en route. 

Write out your schedule 
of activities and the 
clothing you'll need for 
each of them . Keep in 
mind any local customs 
that may restrict what you 
wear; for example, in 
many places in Israel, a 
woman needs to cover her 
shoulders to avoid 
offending some. 

About two weeks before 
your trip, make a 
checklist for yourself, 
including everything from 
toothbrushes to safety 
pins . If you have small 
children, make a checklist 

for them, too. Set aside 
ample time in your 
schedule to complete your 
packing . You'll only pay 
for it later if you toss 
your clothing into a 
suitcase at the last minute, 
or stay up packing all the 
night before you leave. 

Check each item off 
your list as you pack it; 
double-check the list just 
before you leave for 
last-minute items like 
brush and comb or 
bathrobe. (And don't 
throw the list away; save 
it for use on the return 
trip or as a basis for 
future packing.) 

An experienced traveler 
rarely has to sit on his 
suitcase to shut it. He has 
a compact wardrobe with 
clothes that are 
interchangeable. He 
travels light. As you pack 
each item, ask yourself, 
"Do I really need this?" 
If in doubt, leave it out! 
Bring along outfits that 
can be mixed and 
matched, dressed up or 
down with accessories. For 
maximum versati lity, try 
to build your wardrobe 
around one or two basic 
colors. 

Shoes, handbags , ties 
and sweaters are 
interchangeable this way 
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and can keep your travel 
wardrobe to a minimum 
number of pieces with a 

climate, pack one 
cool-weather outfit for 
unexpected changes. 

PERFECT PACKING 
Wouldn't it be nice if 

clothes just 
somehow magically 

found their way into your 
suitcase? 

Here's a system 
designed to keep you from 
spending the Feast at the 
ironing board. It's best to 
pack your suitcase in 
three layers: 

First layer: Put all your 
heavier, oddly shaped 
articles - books, shoes, 
hair dryers - on the 
bottom. For even weight 
distribution, put shoes at 
one end, each pair in a 
plastic bag. Then put your 
waterproof toiletries bag 
at the other end. Fill the 
rest of the space with 
clothes you don't mind 
bei[lg wrinkled, like 
underclothes, socks, 
bathing suit. 

maximum number of 
combinations. 

For example, a woman 
can wear a short-sleeved 
dress in a basic color of 
black, white or navy blue 
in warm weather. Adding 
a blazer in a matching or 
complimentary color and a 
necklace or scarf makes it 
appropriate for a cool 
evening out to dinner. 

Men, too, can capitalize 
on the mix-and-match 
packing scheme. The same 
pair of slacks that can be 
dressed up with a jacket 
and tie can be made more 
casual with an open-collar 
shirt and sweater. 

Layered outfits - shirt 
or blouse, sweater and 
jacket, for example -
work well in a climate of 
changing temperatures, 
allowing you to subtract a 
layer when the sun shines 
or add a layer when the 
wind gets chilly . Even if 
your destination is a warm 

Second layer: Make a 
"shelf' of your slacks, 
shirts or dresses by 
spreading each one over as 
much of the suitcase as 
possible, with the least 
amount of wrinkles. Make 
folds at the hips for pants 
and skirts, at the 
shoulders for shirts and 
blouses. This layer can be 
removed and replaced 
easily later on. Fold ties 
over a piece of cardboard, 
using a rubber band to 
hold them in place. Tuck 
belts along the sides of 
the suitcase. 

Third layer: Put on top 
of the second layer the 
things you will need first 
upon arrival - perhaps 
nightclothes, sweater, 
umbrella and rainwear. 
By Wilma Niekamp and 
Debbie Burbach 0 

Before you close the lid, 
don't forget to tuck in 
extras like collapsible 
plastic hangers, plastic 
bags (always useful), a 
travel alarm clock and a 
sewing kit. 

Save room by 
transferring toiletries to 
travel-sized plastic 
containers. For a long 
trip, the extra cost of 
purchasing heavier 
supplies like shampoo at 
your destination is often 
worth the convenience of 
not lugging it along . 

If you ' re checking your 
bags on a plane, bus or 
train, pack one change of 
clothing in your hand 
luggage just in case your 
bags are delayed or lost. 
Also, keep money, 
valuables, essential toilet 
articles and anything that 
would be hard to replace 
with you, not in your 
checked bags, at" all times . 

To avoid clothing 
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damage, luggage should 
be in good condition. If 
you'll be buying luggage - ';';;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiii..J ,-'''--­this Feast, look for zippers 
with double stitching, 
sturdy locks and 
water-resistant material as 
signs of quality. Vinyl , 
nylon or leather bags can 
be durable yet expandable. 
Wheels on the bottoms of 
cases are great for pulling 
cases through airports. 
Experts advise labeling 
your bags both inside and 
out. 

Finally, the trip is over 
and you've arrived at the 
Feast! Before you dash off 
for a dip in the pool or a 
sight-seeing jaunt, why 
not unpack everything 
while you're still in a 
travel mood? Freshen up 
wrinkled garments by 
hanging them in the 
bathroom while you 
shower. The moisture will 
help straighten out the 
wrinkles. - By Wilma 
Niekamp and Debbie 
Burbach 0 

IF YOU ARE 
GOING 
ABROAD 

M
any people travel 
away from their 
home countries at 

Feast time. Foreign travel 
can be exciting - if you 
plan properly, have the 
right attitude and take a 
few precautions. 

M ake sure you have the 
right documents. Most 
countries require 
for e i g n .::ili.::::-
visitors to 
have valid 
passports. 

Apply for a passport 
several months ahead of 
time, or make sure the 
one you have will still be 
valid. 

Investigate and fulfill 
requirements for visas, 
health certificates and 
other papers early, too; 
you don't want a worry 
over a del ay to spoil your 
trip. A good travel agent 
can advise you on these 
matters . 

Leave photocopies of 
your passport and papers 
at home with a friend; 
tuck another copy in your 
suitcase. This will speed 
the repl acement process if 
they are lost or stolen. 

You should always keep 
passports, other 
documents and traveler 's 
checks in a safe place. 

Remember that most 
air lines insist that you 

reconfirm your return or 
onward flights several 
days before departure. If 
you do not reconfirm, 
airlines are entitled to give 
your reservations to 
someone else. 

Be careful about your 
health and diet. Although 
the food at all Feast sites 
may be clean and 
wholesome, your stomach 
might not be accustomed 
to it. Eat carefully, 
especially at first. The 
same goes for drinking 
water. Local Church 
members can advise you 
about whether to request 
bottled or boiled water. 

Be aware that phone 
calls to home can be 
extremely expensive. A 
three-minute call to the 
United States from some 
places in Europe or Asia 
can cost more than 20 
American dollars . 

Electr ical current and 
outlets vary greatly 
between countries . Your 
hair dryer or shaver may 
not work without a set of 
adapter plugs. If you're in 
doubt, don ' t plug it in . 

Don't be the " ugly 
American" (Briton, 
Nigerian, German, 
Australian). Foreign 
countries are different -

if they weren't, you might 
as well have stayed 
home. 
Don ' t let these 

differences get you down. 
Don't ridicule your 
foreign hosts or their way 
of life. Don ' t tell people 
how much better things 
are where you are from . 

Remember that people 
in the country you visit 
are not intentionally 
trying to embarrass you or 
make you seem foolish. It 
is not their fault that you 
don ' t speak their language 
or don't like to do things 
the way they do. 

The best way to make 
sure your foreign 
excursion is as enjoyable 
as possible is to prepare. 
Buy a good guidebook and 
read it. Find out about 
local customs. Try to learn 
a few words of the 
language, even if you on ly 
master " hello," "please" 
and "thank you. " 

Talk to people who 
have visited where you are 
going. Know what to 
expect. Then you won't be 
tempted to complain if it 
is too hot, too cold , too 
expensive, too dirty or too 
different. There is no 
place like home, so don't 
expect your foreign Feast 
site to be. 

Keep these things in 
mind, and your foreign 
Feast trip can be the 
experience of a lifetime. 
- By John A. Halford 0 

PLANNING 
FEAST 
OUTINGS 

Wonderi ng how to 
make the most of 
your free time at 

the Feast this year? Here 
is some valuable advice. 

God has set aside the 
Festival season for special 
family togetherness and 
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fellowship with brethren 
of like mind. And He 
commands His people to 
save second tithe: 

"And you shall spend 
that money for whatever 
your heart desires : for 
oxen or sheep, for wine or 
similar drink, for whatever 
your heart desires; you 
shall eat there before the 
Lord your God, and you 
shall rejoice, you and your 
household" (Deut. 14:26) . 

To help you rejoice, 
God has inspired His 
Church to select Feast of 
Tabernacles sites around 
the world. These sites 
provide many 
opportunities for 
fellowship. Fine facilities 
for lodging and dining are 
available at Festival sites . 

At or near most of our 
Festival locations are some 
of the greatest natural 
wonders of the world. You 
may be able to visit 
national parks and places 

of historical interest on 
your way to and from the 
Festival. Side trips and 
excursions can be planned 
to benefit the family and 
provide ample opportunity 
for fellowship. 

But in order to take 
advantage of the many 
avai lable activities during 
the Feast of Tabernacles 
season, you need to plan 
properly . 

The first thing you 
need to do is find out 
what is available on the 
route to or from the Feast 
and at the Festival site 

you attend. Become 
familiar with na tural 
wonders , historic sites, 
museums, libraries and 
recreational facilities . 

If you have not been to 
the Festival area you will 
be attending this year, it 
is important to read about 
that area. A visit to your 
library can be most 
beneficial, providing you 
with information and 
building your excitement 
and anticipation about the 
Feast. 

Travel books provide 
details on what you can 
see and do. A variety of 
publications will give you 
hints on the most popu lar 
tourist attractions and 
other interesting activities. 
In addition, you can find 
listings for motel and 
hotel accommodations and 
restaurants along the way 
to the Feast. 

The next step is to sit 
down with your family 

and friends who will be 
traveling with you or 
staying with you at the 
Feast. Plan activities for 
several different days 
during the Festival, 
remembering to include 
time for Church-sponsored 
recreational activities . For 
some activities, children 
might like to invite 
friends . An excursion on a 
fishing boat or a swim in 
the ocean can be a lot 
more fun if children have 
others their own age along 
with them . 

I f you enjoy fine 
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restaurant dining, the 
Feast provides several 
opportunities to enjoy 
gourmet foods. However, 

the more popular 
restaurants fill up early -
it 's a good idea to make 
reservations a day or two 
in advance. 

Something you should 
consider during the 
Festival is the joy of 
helping someone less 
fortunate than you. 
Taking along a widow or 
someone who has been 
unemployed can provide a 
great deal of joy for them 
and you. 

Since the Feast of 
Tabernacles is probably 
the time of year when 
your family spends the 
most time together, family 
togetherness should be 
given special emphasis. Sit 
down as a family and 
discuss the activities you 
would enjoy doing 
together. There will be 
times your children would 
like to go on outings with 
other families or invite 
their friends along with 
you . 

A majority of families 
in God 's Church use the 
Feast of T abernacles 
season as their only time 
away from work and their 
regular routines during 
the year. With this in 
mind , outings you take on 
the way to and from the 
Festival and during the 
free time you have 

available provide a 
marvelous opportunity for 
relaxation and education. 

Planning those special 

outings can add additional 
joy to the Feast. It's time 
to tie the family together 
and plan your special 
activities now! - By 
Ronald D. Kelly D 

YOUR 
APPEARANCE 
COUNTS! 

Have you ever been 
revolted by the 
appearance or dress 

of another person? 
An abysmal lack of 

training in dress, 
grooming and hygiene, 
evidenced by the 
increas ing number of 
"strange" -looking people 
on display in public, is 
apparent today. You can 
see such people at almost 
any time in almost any 
locale. 

But wait. You may 
easily see many faults in 
the dress and appearance 
of others, especially when 
they are extreme. But how 
do you appear to other 
people? And more 
important, how do you 
appear before God? Is He 
concerned ? 

God most certainly does 
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care about how you look. 
I f you are a true 
Christian, you are one of 
the few lights in this dark 
world (Matt. 5:14). But 
what kind of a light are 
you? 

At this Feast of 
Tabernacles, you will be 
appearing before God 
Himself to picture the 

literal utopia that the 
wonderful world tomorrow 
will be. In addition, you 
will be on di splay to both 
others in the Church a nd 
people outside the 
Church . 

What type of 
impression will you 
leave in terms of your 
appearance ? 

People have appeared 
before God and others at 
God 's feasts in shameful 
ways. They have come to 
His annual Holy Days, as 
well as regul ar Bible 
studies and church 
services, in all manner of 
improper clothing. 

We a ll ought to 
examine ourselves 
concerning our clothing 
before we appear before 
God . We ought to wear 
the best clothing we have 
(suited, of course, to the 
particular occasion) , and 
our clothes should be 
cleaned and pressed. 

For church services, 
men normally ought to be 
in suits, with jacket and 
tie, and the women in 
their best dresses. A few 
exceptions exist in some 
areas of the world , where 

36 

custom or weather dictate 
otherwise. 

You women should ask 
yourselves if your attire 
conforms to the scriptural 
admonition regarding 
modest apparel (I Tim . 
2:9) . We need balance and 
propriety in our clothing 
and dress. 

Some give the excuse 
that they are poor. It 
doesn't cost money to 
wash your clothes and 
press them or to mend 

them. But it does take 
work! 

People are the 
products of the 
cultures in which 

they were reared. 
Many are too lazy or 

indifferent to improve 
themselves or their 
environments. But as 
God 's people we must 

change if we are to grow 
enough to enter God's 
Kingdom. If we are used 
to shoddy goods, we must 
change. If we are used to 
filth and squalor, we must 
change. 

Here are some simple 
guidelines you should 
follow at all times - not 
just at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

You should bathe daily. 
You should wear 
appropriate clothing for 
the occasion. Your hair 
should be clean and well 
groomed. God commands 
that men should have 
short hair and women 
long hair (I Cor. 
I I : 14-15), yet some men 
in the Church have longer 
hair than some women. 

If you do not know how 
to dress appropriately for 
the Feast, look for good 
examples in your 
congregation. Pastor 
General Herbert W. 
Armstrong and God's 
other ministers and their 
wives set a good example. 

If you are a husband, 
you should supply a 
sufficient amount of 
money or materials for 
clothing for your wife and 

children. Wives, 
famili ari ze yourself with 
Proverbs 31 : 19, 21-22, 24 , 
which shows that a good 
wife will be supplying 
appropriate quality 
clothing for her family. 
Grow toward the perfect 
example of Jesus Christ. 
Strive for balance. 

God's way is to change, 
to work hard and improve 
physically and spiritually. 
Are you following this 
way? Are you improving 
in your grooming? 

When you appear 
before Jesus Christ at this 
Feast of Tabernacles, 
show your respect, 
admiration and love for 
Him by dressing and 
preparing properly for the 
occasion. Glorify God in 
your body! - By L. Leroy 
Neff D 

CHOOSING 
FINE WINE 

Durin g the Feast of 
Tabernacles, God 
gives us the 

opportunity to afford some 
really fine food and drink, 

including wine. There is a 
right use of wine, and 
during this season we 
should demonstrate that 
right use, primarily at the 
many dinners we will be 
eating with one another. * 

And why not? No other 
beverage is as closely 
identified with the Feast 
of Tabernacles as wine. 

Deuteronomy 14:26 lists 
wine as one of the 
pleasures for which the 
festival tithe is bestowed; 
Isaiah 25:6 describes the 
Millennium (typified by 
the Feast) as "a feast of 
wines on the lees ." 

Fascinatingly enough, 
the prime attribute that 
makes for good wine is 
the same att r ibute that 
gauges a person 's spiritual 
condition - character. 

The best wine comes 
from low-yielding variet ies 
of grapes. And not only is 
the yield per acre lower 
for such grapes, but the 
grapes themselves a re 
small. 

Wine receives its taste 
and color from the grape 
skin, and smaller grapes 
mean a higher proportion 
of skin to juice. With 
wine, as with many other 
things, quantity tends to 
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degrade quality . Thus 
quality wines come from 
only a few varieties of 

5:23) . And having a glass 
of wine with a meal tends 
to slow down the pace of 

WINE AT A GLANCE 

your meal, because such 
wine needs somewhere 
between 20 and 30 

We have tried to include in this list several of the world's most popular wines as well as some that, 
while less known, are worthy of note. Not all of them may be readily available at every Feast site, while 
you may discover some excellent wines that are not included. Prices for these wines vary. 

Typical Typical Foods 
Wine Class Types Characteristics to Accompany 

1 
Appetizer Sherry, Vermouth Dry to sweet Cheese snacks, 

appetizers 

Dessert Madeira, Marsala, Muscat, Sweet Fruit, cookies, 
Muscatel, Port, Sweet or Cream fruitcakes, nuts, 
Sherry, Tokay cheeses 

Red Barbera, Burgundy, Cabernet Dry Hearty dishes (steaks, 
Sauvignon, Char bono, Gamay, chops, roasts, game, 
Grignolino, Petite Syrah, Pinot cheese dishes, 
Noir, Zinfandel spaghetti) 

Rose Dry to sweet All foods 

Sparkling Champagne All foods 
Brut Dry to very dry 
Extra Dry Semisweet 
Doux Sweet 
Sec Sweet 

Sparkling Burgundy Dry to semisweet 
Sparkling Rose Dry to semisweet 
Sparkling Muscat Sweet 

White Chablis, Chenin Blanc, Dry 
Gewurtztraminer, Pi not Blanc, 
Pinot Chardonnay, Rhine 
(Johannisberg Riesling, Sylvaner) 

Liebfraumilch, Sauterne (Sauvignon Dry to sweet 
Blanc, Semillon) 

grapes among the 
thousands in existence. 

These select few grapes 
can be counted on one 
hand: among reds, the 
cabernet sauvignon and 
the pinot noir; and among 
whites , the chardonnay 
and the riesling . 

Other kinds of grapes, 
of course, can also 
produce fine wine, but 
these few are regarded as 
the world 's foremost. 

Wine is appropriate to 
the Feast of Tabernacles 
because it represents such 
qualities as patience, hard 
work, thoughtfulness and 
cleanliness. The small bit 
of astringency in dry table 
wine can make our food 
taste better. Wine is an 
aid to digestion (I Tim. 

the meal so there is more 
time for fellowship. 

Wine "makes merry" 
(Eccl. 10:19), and used in 
moderation can help 
people relax at a feast 
(John 2: I-I 0) . But wine, 
like all alcoholic 
beverages, can be abused . 
It's a test of character to 
avoid overindulgence. You 
should never drink so 
much that it affects your 
judgment (Phil. 4:5) . 

Many of us will be 
eating meals in restaurants 
during the Feast . Not 
every restaurant knows 
the proper way to serve 
wine, though the best 
restaurants will offer it. 

A truly fine red wine 
should be opened as soon 
as possible after ordering 
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Light dishes (fish, 
fowl , lamb, omelets) 

minutes to "breathe" 
before it is at its best. 
Most white wines should 
be served chilled . 

What kind of wine to 
have with your food? 

Dry white wine goes 
well with fish because the 
higher acidity of the wine 
cuts the oil in the fish . 

Really fine red wine 
should preferably not be 
served with spicy foods, 
such as certain Mexican 
or I talian dishes, because 
the spices will make it 
hard to appreciate the 
various flavors in the 
wine. (Beer goes best with 
Mexican food, and most 
Italian wine is "harsh" 
enough to stand up to 
traditional Italian dishes.) 

Sweet wine should be 

reserved for dessert 
because sweetness is 
deadening and tends to 
depress your appreciation 
of your food . 

When drinking wine, 
you should take the time 
to notice its color (how 
brilliant?), its aromas and 
bouquets (its smell), its 
body (heaviness on the 
tongue) and its "finish" 
(aftertas te ) . 

And after swallowing, 
think a few moments 
about what you just 
swallowed. As Robert 
Louis Stevenson once said, 
"A bottle of good wine, 
like a good act, shines 
ever in the retrospect. " -
By the Good News 
staff 0 

*However, there should 
always be nonalcoholic 
beverages available for 
those who prefer them, 
and people who have a 
problem controlling their 
intake of alcohol should 
not drink wine at all, 
except at the Passover, 
where it is commanded . 

If a person who does 
not drink for conscience 
sake is present at a meal, 
outgoing concern dictates 
that those who can drink 
wine forgo it for that 
occasion (Rom. 14:20 . 

KEEP YOUR 
BALANCE! 

D
id you ever watch a 
tightrope walker? 
There are some who 

do their acts on wires 
hundreds of feet above the 
ground! 

When you are in a 
position like that, every 
move is critical. Each step 
must be consciously 
analyzed and planned. 
Constant attention and 
watchfulness are absolute 
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requirements. You must 
be ever on guard to 
immediately counter any 
gust of wind that could 
blow you off balance. 

There can be no sudden 
leaning to the right or to 
the left, no giving in to 
extremes . It is never more 
urgent to fix your eyes on 
the goal and make every 
motion contribute to 
attaining that goal. 

Without much effort 
you can probably see 
many simi larities between 
a person walking a 
tightrope and the 
Christian life. Like the 
tightrope walker, we as 
Christians must keep our 
balance. 

I n the excitement of 
Feast keeping, be sure not 
to overlook this important 

aspect of Christian living. 
The change of routine and 
the extra opportunities for 
spiritual and physical 
enjoyment provided by the 
Feast call for additional 
effort on our part to 
maintain balance (Prov. 
4:25-27). 

Most of us will run into 
some circumstances that 
could cause us problems 
in this area: waiting in 
lines, unusual local 
customs, the availability of 
more food and drink than 
we should partake of, 
chances to stay up too 
late, so many occasions for 
c lean fun that it is often 
difficult to find time for 
Bible study and prayer. 
You can no doubt think of 
dozens of other potentially 

38 

troublesome situations. 
Here is one idea you 
may find helpful in 
keeping your balance and 
making this Feast truly 
profitable. Each morning, 
why not take a minute to 
review Philippians 4:4-8? 
I treads: 

"Rejoice in the Lord 
always [yes, and especially 
at the Feast]. Again I will 
say, rejoice! Let your 
gentleness [the meaning of 
the word gentleness 
includes moderation] be 
known to all men [in the 
Church as well as out]. 
The Lord is at hand [He 
is watching you as you 
appear before Him]. Be 
anxious for nothing [don't 
worry about the job or 
school situation you left 
behind to come to the 
Feast], but in everything 
by prayer and supplication 
[pray about what you do 
at the Feast], with 
thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known 
to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 
Finally , brethren, 
whatever things are true, 
whatt;:ver things are noble, 
whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of 
good report , if there is 
any virtue and if there is 
anything praiseworthy -
meditate on these things." 

Do this and you will 
have no problem keeping 
your balance! - By 
Clayton D. Steep 0 

DON'T 
FORGET ... 

Planning for the Feast? 
Here is a checklist of 
final preparations you 

won't want to forget. 
Check each item off as 

you complete your 
plans . 

Several months before: 
o Arrange time off 

from your job. 
o Arrange housing 

accommodations at the 
Fest ival site. 

o I f you plan to travel 
by air or other public 
transportation, make 
reservations. You can save 
by making reservations 
and paying early. 

o Have a family 
planning session to decide 
your travel route and 
activities during the trips 
to and from the Feast site. 

One month before: 
o Make hotel/motel 

reservations for the trip to 
and from the Feast. 

o Remind your 
employer you will be 
gone. 

o Contact school 
officials to arrange time 
off for your children . 

o Check the condition 
of your luggage and plan 
to replace it if necessary. 

Two weeks before: 
o Reconfirm air line 

schedules and reservations 
(or other public 
transportation you have 
arranged). 

o Prepare your 
automobile for the trip 
(check tires, o il, battery, 
transmission). 

One week before: 
o Arrange to have 

home deliveries stopped 
(newspaper, milk). 

o Arrange with the 
post office to have mail 
held for you (or arrange 
for a neighbor to col lect 
your mail). 

o Be sure routine bills 
have been cared for. 

o Arrange with a 

neighbor or friend to take 
care of watering your 
lawn and taking care of 
yo ur garden . 

o Arrange for care of 
household pets (remember 
that pets should not be 
taken to the Feast). 

o Withdraw your 
second tithe from the 
bank and purchase 
traveler's checks (carry 
on ly a small amount of 
cash) . 

Just before leaving: 
o Leave your Feast 

address and phone number 
with a neighbor in case of 
emergencies. 

o Be sure Holy Day 
offering envelopes a re in 
your briefcase, purse or 
Bible. 

o Make sure your 
children have appropria te 
schoo lwork so they can 
keep up while at the 
Feast. 

o Check that all lights 
have been turned off. 

o Check that a ll 
electrical appliances are 
off (unplug electrical 
items where possible). 

o Check to see that all 
water faucets are off and 
that toilets have been 
flushed and are off. 

o I f you have lights on 
a timer, be sure the lights 
and timer work properly. 

o Secure all locks on 
doors and windows. 

o Pray for God's 
protection on the trip and 
for the entire Feast. 

o Drive carefully. 
o Have a great Feast! 

- By Ronald D. Kelly 0 
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Pilgrims 
(Continued from page 7) 

location and following a different 
routine during the Feast portrays 
that this life is so fleeting. 

Christians are looking ahead to 
something permanent. They are 
waiting for a city whose builder 
and maker is God. They have 
their sights set on the city pre­
pared by God for them - holy 
Jerusalem . Listen to this descrip­
tion: "Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised in the city of 
our God, in His holy mountain. 
Beautiful in elevation, the joy of 
the whole earth, is Mount Zion 
on the sides of the north, the city 
of the great King. God is in her 
palaces; He is known as her ref­
uge" (Ps. 48: 1-3). 

The age depicted in these 
verses is the wonderful world 
tomorrow, when Jesus Christ will 
be ruling on this earth . Then the 
whole world will finally realize 
the truth: This temporary life is 
just the preliminary, first step in 
the awesome human destiny. 

Man was created to ultimately 
- if he surrenders to God's gov­
ernment in this life - be born 
into the immortal Family of God . 
Living in temporary dwellings at 
the Feast of Tabernacles cele­
brates that this great truth will be 
universally understood during 
Christ's millennial rule. 

I n ancient times those who 
kept the Feast spoke of having to 
"go up" to Jerusalem (John 7:8) . 
So in the world tomorrow people 
will "go up" to Jerusalem to learn 
God's ways. 

The great pilgrimage 

If you are a member of God's 
Church you have been thinking 
for weeks, if not for months, 
about the joy of traveling to one 
of the Feast sites to appear before 
God. It is probably the highlight 
of your year . It has been on your 
mind. You have been contemplat­
ing it, talking about it, making 
plans. It ' s exciting. It's called 
"Feast fever." 

But are you much more excited 
and enthralled with a greater pil­
grimage . - your pilgrimage In 
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this life to appear before God in 
the Jerusalem He shall build ? 
How much do you plan for that 
event, think about it, yearn for it, 
long for it? 

"My soul longs, yes, even 
faints for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh cry out for · 
the living God," declares Psalm 
84:2. 

As the sparrow or swallow, 
after considerable effort, finally 
finds a place to build a nest and 
lodge, so we, if we persevere, will 
finally reach God's house (verse 
3). "Blessed are those who dwell 
in Your house," the psalm contin­
ues (verse 4) . We will no longer 
dwell in temporary tabernacles of 
flesh - these physical tents (II 
Pet. 1:14). We will exchange 
them for permanent dwellings (II 
Cor. 5: 1-4) . 

We give God our ashes; He 
gives us beauty in return (Isa. 
61 :3). How is that for a trade? 
We surrender these mortal, cor­
ruptible bodies; we re­
ceive immortal, incor­
ruptible bodies at Jesus' 
return (I Cor. 15:52-
54). 

But we've got to make 
it to that point first! 

Back to Psalm 84, 
where verse 5 tells us 
how to be assured of get­
ting to that great desti­
nation: "Blessed is the 
man whose strength is in 
You [we can't do it on 
our own strength!], 
whose heart is set on pil­
grimage." 

Notice that! Our hearts must 
be set on pilgrimage. They must 
not be set on this world. Our 
hearts must be set on pilgrimage 
- passing through this world , 
being sojourners with no perma­
nent inheritance here. The values, 
the ideals, the customs, the styles, 
the philosophy and religion, the 
entertainment and glamour of 
this world must not dominate our 
lives. 

We should, of course, use 
whatever lawful physical posses­
sions or opportunities we have for 
God's glory, but without setting 
our hearts on any of them. 

We must be ever ready to move 

on . We must be willing to cast 
aside anything that encumbers us 
or gets in the way of fulfilling 
God's will in our lives (Heb. 
12: 1) . 

We must overcome 

Successful pilgrims must be 
overcomers, as verses 6 and 7 of 
Psalm 84 indicate: "As they pass 
through the Valley of Baca [an 
arid valley on the way to Jerusa­
lem], they make it a spring; the 
rain also covers it with pools. [We 
overcome circumstances - not 
vice versa.] They go from 
strength to strength [not from 
strength to weakness - from 
strength to strength. This is 
growth and victory!]; everyone of 
them appears before God in 
Zion ." 

That is the goal offered to you. 
That is what can be at the end of 
this physical existence for you. 
Think about that while you are 
living temporarily in different cir-

cumstances at the Feast of Tem­
porary Dwellings. 

Life is a pilgrimage. Use what 
precious time is left to learn all 
you can about God's laws. Let 
them be written in your heart and 
mind . Study them. Meditate on 
them. 

Sing of them as David did . 
"Your statutes have been my 
songs," he declared, "in the house 
of my pilgrimage" (Ps. 119:54) . 

At the Feast you are picturing 
that this life is temporary and 
that the existence that really 
counts is ahead in God's Family . 

Come to the Feast and cele­
brate your pilgrimage with great 
rejoicing! 0 
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Letters 

"How to Prevent Sin" 

I would like to extend a special thank­
you for " How to Prevent Sin" by Her­
bert W. Armstrong, which appeared in 
the June-July issue. It was exactly what I 
- and no doubt thousands of others -
needed at exactly the right time. I under­
stand the sin process so much better now 
- how Satan-influenced thoughts inevi­
tably lead to destructive action when 
allowed to run free . It is an ugly cycle 
that ca n be broken by immediately 
crushing the wrong thoughts and sup­
planting them with right ones, as clear ly 
explained in the article . 

Bible prophecy 

Steve Holsey 
Detroit, Mich . 

After 14 years of receiving The Good 
News. I can still say "Good news!" each 
time a new issue arrives. I've learned so 
much from this publication . It has been 
my favorite piece of literature all these 
years. 

The article " You Can Understand 
Bible Prophecy! " by R ay mond F . 
McNair in the June-July issue was such 
an inspiring one. The whole issue was full 
of better-than-ever articles. 

A teacher writes 

Corinne Stafford 
Tyler, Tex . 

Thank you, Joan C. Bogdanchik, for 
your articles entitled "Is Your Child 
Ready for School?" It is a tremendous 
encouragement to me to read of the godly 
principles and practical examples you 've 
given in your two-part article. I am a 
preschool teacher at present and have 
seen the effects of right and wrong 
parental teaching. 

World roffiorrow 
(Continued from page 2) 

works' to salvation," and then you 
fail to go on overcoming and 
growing spiritually (see II Peter 
3: 18), you not only will BE 
JUDGED by your lack of spiritual 
works to qualify for a higher 
office in God's Kingdom - but, 
far worse, you may be in the posi­
tion of the servant from whom 
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Thank you for giVIng me that extra 
boost needed to be an effective teacher. 
How wonderful it would be if all parents 
would prepare and teach their children as 
you've so clearly explained. 

Prayer articles 

Gail A. Biegalski 
Hamburg, N.Y. 

Thanks for the Good News articles 
" Vital Keys to Fervent Prayer," by K. 
Neil Earle, and "How to Plan Your 
Prayers ," by Bernard W . Schnippert 
(June-July). Although I have heard ser­
mons on this subject many times, I can 
back up and read and reread these 
articles several times, and this does 
help. 

Loving mates 

Winifred Best 
Chico, Calif. 

I want to thank you so much for the 
article "Five Ways to Love Your Mate" 
[May, june-july]. Not only does it help 
us to love our mates more effectively, but 
can also be applied to our neighbors in 
general - loving them with no thought 
of receiving anything in return. 

Loren H. Westcott 
Harrison , Ark. 

Thank you very much for the very 
encouraging and helpful article on mar­
riage, "Five Ways to Love Your Mate." 
If we put the advice in this article into 
practice, our marriages will be filled with 
happier experiences. 

In order to help maintain the very high 
standard and accuracy of the magazine, I 
would like to bring to your attention a 
minor technical error. 

As a professional welder I can assure 

(parable of the "pounds" - Luke 
\9, quoted above) Jesus took 
away the very salvation he 
thought he had! It takes a LIVING 
faith to save! 

So - I just wanted to say to 
those who have read The Won­
derful World Tomorrow -
What It Will Be Like - read it 
AGAIN, and let it be REAL to you. 
Recognize the connection with 
what you read there to your own 
life. 

you that brazing is not the "strongest 
welding technique." Brazing is not really 
a weld ing technique; it is an effective 
means of bonding either similar or dis­
similar metals using an alloy, which is a 
combination of silver, copper, zinc and 
cadmium. 

Oxyacetylene welding and electric-arc 
welding are stronger methods of fusing 
metal together than brazing. In the con­
struction industry and civil engineering, 
where strength is of paramount impor­
tance, brazing is not used. But oxyacety­
lene and electric-arc welding techniques 
are widely used. 

Saw herself 

Sherwin Scott 
lfield, Eng land 

I had to chuckle as I saw myself car­
tooned on the first page of George M. 
Kackos' article, "Overcome Procrastina­
tion - Now!" [May]. I haven ' t even 
read the article yet, but the thought of 
that messy stack of dishes has motivated 
me to get to the kitchen duties earlier 
every morning this week. 

Makeup 

Diana Seymour 
Buellton, Cali f. 

I have just read the article "Historic 
New Laws to Guide Catholics" in the 
April Good News . 

When I came to the part about women 
wearing makeup - well, after reading 
that about vanity, I went to the bathroom 
and threw every bit of makeup I owned 
in the trash can . 

Thank you very much for making me 
see how vain I really was - or am. 

Reader 
Crockett, Tex. 

(If any readers have not yet 
received this vital book, your own 
FREE copy is on reserve for you in 
the mailing room. Why not 
request it?) 

STUDY God's Word daily! 
Realize you must learn to live by 
its every word! SO LIVE BY IT! 
And pray earnestly, daily and 
OFTEN! Put into practice in your 
life what God teaches you in His 
Word! And get your heart in HIS 
WORK! Pray for it! 0 
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Wednesday , September 2 1 

Thursday , September 22 (Holy Day) 

Friday, September 23 

Sabbath , September 24 

Sunday, September 25 

Monday, September 26 

Tuesday, September 27 

Wednesday, September 28 

Thursday, September 29 (Last Great Day) 

Note-section photos: Peter Mills , Don Walls, Tom Hanson, Tolu Ha'angana, David Malcomson, 
Good News, David Hulme, Bill Sydney, John A. McMullin Jr. 
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